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HE Lord's Supper, according to 
the accounts which we have of it 
in the New Teſtament, ſeems to be a 
very. plain and- intelligible inſtitution; 
and yet the principal deſign of it is 
greatly miſunderſtood by many; and 
hence it is that while ſome attend upon 
it, 0 and partake of it, with diffidence and 
terror; and ſome make a ſuperſtitious” 
uſe of it; and ſome come to it only, or 
chiefly, —_ political views, and from 
worldly conſiderations; others abſtain 
from it altogether, either from miſtaken 
notions of the nature and deſign of it; 
or from a contempt of all poſitive inſti- | 
tutions whatſoever. | | 
But if the wiſe end for which it was 
inſtituted by our Saviour, were rightly 
underſtood, duly conſidered, and careful- 
ly attended to, chriſtians would come to 
it more frequently, and partake of it in 
another manner than they commonly do; 
it would neither be undervalued as an uſe- 
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leſs ceremony, nor overvalued, cr have an 
undue ſtreſs laid upon it, as if it were 
the great law of the goſpel, nor would 
it be turned into an engine of ſtate, and 


made uſe of as a deen for civil 
and military offices. * 


5 I 


* A us good chriſtian will, no. abt, re- 
ceive the communion in a devout religious manner, 
and with ſuitable affections, whatever be the occa- 
ſion of his receiving it; and we have ſhewed in the 
following tract, p. 31. in a note at the bottom, 
how a perſon receiving the communion in obe- 
dience to the 77% Act may employ his thoughts, ſo 
as to make a good uſe'of 'a law which has a bad 
tendency ; but ſurely a, good chriſtian. would. not 
chuſe to partake of this ordinance in ſuch circums 
ſtances, and under ſuch appearances, if it could be 
avoided: and though (to uſe the words of the 
Author of the Monthly Review for December 1754, 
Page 430.) * The 2% AF does not forbid our re- 

ceiving the ſacrament for the ends lfor which it 
© was originally inſtituted, yet it mixes with them 
other and very improper views, by which the ſin- 
cerity of the receiver is greatly endangered; and 
< conſequently the act itſelf is chargeable with the 
abuſes occaſioned by it A good man (as was 
juſt now obſerved) will receive the communion in a 
religious manner, and with a view to the ends for 
which it was appointed by our Saviour even when 
he is doing it in compliance with an human law, 
and it is hoped there are many who do ſo, yet it 
were to be wiſhed there were no {ſuch human law 
among us; which lays good men under the neceſ- 


ſity 
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It is juſtly obſerved as a peculiar excel - 
lency of the chriſtian religion, that it is 
entirely a reaſonable ſervice; its doctrines 
are highly rational and conſiſtent; and 
uſeful to ſupport the cauſe of righteouſ- 
neſs, and encourage the practice of ho- 
lineſs and virtue in the world. Its laws 
and inſtitutions are, moſt of them, the 
very laws of reaſon and nature, as to 
thoſe which are merely of poſitive inſti- 
tution, as they are but very few, ſo they 
are free from all appearance of ſuperſti- 
tion, well fitted to anſwer very gocd 
i A 3 ends 


ſity of partaking of that ordinance in circumſtances 
that have but a bad appcarance, and leads others, 
who have no ſerious ſenſe of religion, or perhaps 
do not ſo much as believe the goſpel, to receive it 
in a unworthy manner; to receive it with reJuc- 
tancy, and againſt their will; ſo that with ſuch it 
is a matter of conſtraint, compulſion, and neceſſi- 
ty, and not of choice, or from a willing mind, 
which quite deſtroys the religion of the action: 
not to mention that ſome are thereby compelled, 
and driven, as it were, to the Lord's table, and 
the church obliged to receive them, who for their” 
vicious and immoral lives, ought to be excluded 
from it, as a reproach to the ſociety, and unwor- 
thy of the tokens of chriſtian. fellowſhip. 80 
that the ſecond and third rubricks, prefixed to the 
communion office in the liturgy, ſeem to be in 
effect repealed, at leaſt to be rendered uſeleſs, 
by the 7% Act, and an important branch of chriſ- 
tian diſcipline taken quite away. 
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ends, and not in the leaſt burthenſome, 
nor attended with any difficulty in the 
performance of them: they are only bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, by the firſt 
of which we are initiated into the chriſ- 
tian religion, and received into the chriſ- 
tian church; which being once done, it 
is not repeated; and by the other, we do 
from time to time make a public, thank- 
ful commemoration of the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt, and declare that we are 
his diſciples, and reſolve to continue in 
the profeſſion of his religion, in the obe- 
dience of his laws, and in the commu- 
nion of his church all the days of our 
lives. 5 e 133 
Now that the Lord's Supper is a very 
reaſonable inſtitution will eaſily appear to 
any one who will confider. 1. That 
the ends for which it was appointed, 
(which have been juſt now hinted, and 
are more particularly mentioned 1n the 
following treatiſe) are very good and haye 
a tendency to preſerve a ſenſe of religion 
upon the mind, and cheriſh good aftec- 
tions in the heart. 2. That the matter 
made uſe of in this ordinance, (viz. 
þ bread and wine) is very fignificant of 
|| what it is intended to repreſent. And | 
3- That 
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2. That the whole action having been 
performed from the firſt ages of chriſtia- 
nity, is a ſtanding evidence of the fact, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was crucified, as the 
ſcripture relates; even as the obſervation 
of the firſt day of the week by chriſtians 
for public religious aſſemblies, is a ſtand- 
ing evidence of his reſurrection from the 
dead, and of the miraculous deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon his apoſtles fifty 
days after, both which happened on the 
fifth day of the week. | 
It may well be thought ſtrange then 
that {© many profeſſed chriſtians, ſhould 
ſo fg\ftom attend upon the inſtitution, 
and foine live on in the conſtant neglect 
of it: people are wonderfully apt to run 
into extremes; ſo it is with many with 
reference to this ordinance. Some there 
are who lay undue ſtreſs upon their ob- 
ſervance of it, and place too much of 
their religion in it; others again there 
are who flight aad undervalue it: theſe 
are two extremes, and we ſhould careful- 
ly endeavour to avoid both of them, 
and wiſely chuſe the middle way, that is 
to obſerve and perform the duty, becauſe 
Chriſt our Lord and Maſter has required 
us ta do ſo; and yet not lay an undue 
| A 4 ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs upon it, becauſe it is but an inſtru- 
mental duty, and ſubordinate to others, 
which are of an higher and more excel- 
lent nature. | 
Let us then guard againſt the one ex- 
treme of laying too great a ſtreſs on our 
obſervance of this inſtitution, both be- 
cauſe it is but an inſtitution merely poſi- 
tive, and therefore not to be laid in the 
balance with the laws of reaſon and na- 
ture, which are of an unchangeable obli- 
_ gation, and in which the very eſſenee 
and life of religion doth conſiſt: and 
likewiſe, becauſe it is but an external 
means in order to a farther and higher 
end, namely, to help to keep Alive a 
ſenſe of religion in the minds of men: 
and therefore. the end, which is rea] 
vital religion, muſt undoubtedly be of 
greater importance than that which is 
only an eternal help or means to promote 
and cheriſh the practice of it: now to 
place religion in the obſervance of the 
means without regarding the end; or to 
lay a greater ſtreſs upon the means than 
upon the end; or to ſubſtitute the one in 
place of the other, is to invert the order 
of things, and 1s in truth a remarkable 
inſtance 
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inſtance of ſuperſtition and of dangerous 
conſequence to the ſouls of men. 
And yet let us not under pretence of 
avoiding the extreme of ſurperſtition with 
reſpe&t to this ordinance, run into the 
contrary extreme of living in the habi- 
tual neglect of it, or attending upon it 
but very rarely: the weighty and moſt 
important duties of religion ought, no 
doubt, to have the chief place in our 
eſteem, and we ſhould be moſt careful 


to obſerve them, and zealous in the prac- 


tice of them, yet thoſe which in com- 
pariſon with the others, are of leſſer 
moment, are not to be left undone, much 
leſs deſpiſed; for they are uſeful in their 
place, otherwiſe they would not have 
been required at our hands; it is the 
will of God we ſhould obſerve them, 
and we are not to undervalue or neglect 
the leaſt of his commandments. And 
ſince this rite is really a divine appoint- 
ment, being expreſly inſtituted by our 
Saviour himſelf, which is a ſufficient 
obligation on all who believe in him, 
though there were nothing elſe to be 
faid for it; and fince moreover it appears 
to be a wiſe and reaſonable inſtitution, 
and fitted to anſwer very wiſe and good 
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ends, it ought not to be diſpiſed or neg- 
lected, or ſuffered to fall into diſufe, which 
would certainly be the conſequence, if 
all chriſtians ſhould do, as too many of 
them do, that is, turn their backs upon 
it and forſake it, as if they were aſham- 
ed to make ſuch a public and ſolemn ac- 
knowledgment of believing in a crucified 


Saviour, or did not like the terms of ſal- 


vation, which he hath publiſhed in the 
name of God, and ſealed with his blood, 
and therefore will not conſent to them, 


nor ſubmit to his government and laws: 


let not any of us, who profeſs to believe 
the chriſtian religion, treat a chriſtian 
inſtitution in this manner, but let us de- 
voutly attend upon it as often as we have 


opportunity, for thus it becomes us, after 


the example of our bleſſed maſter, 70 Nw 
fil all righteoujneſs. 

The command of our Saviour in this 
caſe is ſo very plain, the reaſonableneſs 
and uſefulneſs of the inſtitution is ſo ob- 
vious, and the obſervance of it is ſo eaſy, 
that I have often wondered how it comes 
to paſs, that among the profeſſed diſci- 
ples of Chriſt there are ſo many to be 
found in all churches, who turn their 
backs upon this ordinance, and that not 

only 


* 
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only of ſuch whoſe lives and practices are 
vicious and immoral (for there is nothing 
ſtrange in their abſtaining, and indeed 
they ought not to be admitted, if they 
would offer themſelves, without ſome ap- 

arent fruits of repentance) but even of 
thoſe whole converſations are in the main, 
agreeable to the goſpel, who ſeem to 
have the fear of God before their eyes, 
and a ſenſe of religion in their minds, and 
who live in the habitual practice of holi- 
neſs and virtue; how ſuch perſons do ſa- 
tisfy their own conſciences in the con- 
ſtant omiſſions of a duty ſo plainly and 
expreſly commanded, they know beſt 
themſelves; but ſure I am it is a culpa- 
ble omiſſion, and a defect in their cha- 
racter, though I am willing to hope that 
it does not proceed from a contempt of 
the inſtitution, or want of love and re- 


ſpect to him who appointed it; but is 


occaſioned, I preſume, either from ſome 
miſtaken notions they have imbibed of 
the nature of the Lord's Supper, of the 
preparation requiſite in order to the due 
partaking of it, the difficulty of receiv- 
ing it as they ought to do, and the danger 
of performing it unworthily; or from 


an exceſs of modeſty in their opinion of 


them- 
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themſelves, as if they were not worthy, 
and would not be acceptable gueſts at 
the Lord's table. 

But ſuch ſhould conſider, that it 18 
much better to endeavour to obſerve a 
plain inſtitution of our Lord, although 
they may not perhaps perform it ſo well 
as they would deſire, than to omit it al- 
together, and for fear of coming ſhort 
in the performance of it, never perform 


it at all. If this way of reaſoning were 


applied to prayer, it would lead them to 
lay aſide that duty alſo, and indeed all 
the duties of religious worſhip, for who 
in this imperfect ſtate can pretend to per- 
form any of them without ſome mixture 
of imperfections of failings? 

It concerns ſuch perſons to conſider 
likewiſe whether in this their abſtaining 
from the Lord's Supper they do not act 
an inconſiſtent part, and contrary to the 
judgment of their own minds, which is 
certainly the caſe, if they believe the 
Lord's Supper to be an inſtitution of 
Cbriſt, as we preſume they do: the 
quakers s indeed, who deny that this or- 
dinance Was inſtituted with a deſign to 
be of per petual continuance in the 
church, act agreeably to their pr inciples 

in 
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in not W of it, nor uſing it in 
their churches: in this principle of theirs 
we think them to be miſtaken, and we 
all blame them for entertaining it; but 
pray, are not thoſe among ourſelves, as 


much, or more, to be blamed, who, 


while they believe the divine appoint- 
ment of this inſtitution, do yet never- 
theleſs abſtain from it altogether, or but 
very ſeldom join in it? 

As to thoſe, if there be any ſuch a- 
mong us, who flight and undervalue it 
as a mean contemptible ceremony, fit 
only for the vulgar; or people of week 
and ſuperſtitious minds, and upon that 
account diſdain to join in the celebration 
of it, and live in the conſtant and wilful 
omiſſion of it; to ſuch we ſhall only ſay, 


| that this rite is ſo expreſly appointed by 


Jeſus Chriſt, the founder of our religion; 


and it is, if ſeriouſly performed, ſuch an 
apt and fit means to ſtrengthen our faith, 


to ſupport our hope, to excite our love 


and gratitude to God, and kind affections 


towards all our chriſtian brethren, and to 
engage our hearts to the love,* imitation, 
and obedience of our blefled redeemer, 


and a fincere conſent to the terms of his 


goſpel, and . with the great 
deſign 
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deſign of it; that I ſee not how any one 
who believes Jeſus Chriſt to have been a 
teacher ſent from God, and to have ſpoken 
and taught in his name; and who doth 
acknowledge him as his Lord and Maſ- 
ter, his Lawgiver, Saviour and Judge, 
can refuſe to obſerve this inſtitution: 
how can a man call himſelf a diſciple of 
Chriſt, and a ſubject of his kingdom, and 
yet live in the habitual neglect of a re- 
ligious rite inſtituted by him for wiſe and 
good ends, to be obſerved by his diſci- 
ples to the end of the world, as plainly 
as can be expreſſed by words? this looks 
too like a contempt of the wiſdom of 
our Saviour, as if any of his inſtitutions 
were uſeleſs and frivolous, and not fit or 
worthy to be obſerved by wiſe men, but 
calculated only for the weak and ſuper- 
ſtitious; but let ſuch men think or talk 
as they will, it is evident from our 
Lord's whole conduct, while he con- 
verſed among men, hat he knew what 
was in man, he knew human nature better 
than any of us, and what was fit to work 
upon their affections, and conſequently 
what rites or poſitive inſtitutions were 
proper to be appointed in order to pre- 
ſerve a ſuitable ſenſe of his religion in the 

minds 
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minds of his diſciples. Let us take heed 
then that we deſpiſe not any of our Sa- 


viour's command's, by a wilful neglect 


and habitual omiſſion of any thing he 
hath required of us, for he hath ſaid 
himſelf in Luke x. 16. He that deſpiſetz 
me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 


And now may God incline the hearts of 
all chriſtians to walk in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs, 
and give us grace to perform them in an 
acceptable manner, and ſuitably to the 
ends for which they were ſeverally ap- 
pointed, that in the uſe of theſe outward 
means, we may be daily growing in 
goodneſs and virtue, and conſtantly going 
on to all moral and ſpiritual perfection, 
till it be conſummated in glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt the great captain of our ſal- 


vation, who hath loved us, and waſhed us 


in his blood, from our fins; and made us 
kings and pricſis to God even his Father. 
To whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


ASHORT 


2 * 
* » . 5 A 
1 . 
— 2 
* 
a 
: * 
* 
1 4 f 
* 
. 
« >» 
o 
* 
* 
* 
ag 
- 
n 
7 % 
9 . 
* 
* 
* 
41 
\ 
* 
i 
* 
. 7 N 
— 
® - 
* 
* 
. 
* 
. 
ry 
= 
g hy 
* F 5 
** 
— —— boy en > 
* — 3 . — — 
=o 6— ——— — — - — ——— — — — . —— — - Tov * g - 
- — 22 7 + 
ETON 2 2 A r e . — 
3 —— = 2% — * . I — _ — — £ — K + belts — —EUAẽ. omar RET 9 
— — — —— WED —à—— ¶ LK— — —————ä— — Fr rr . 1 — a — 
— — x, 6 : 4 e - = N < — > FA 0 2 = - 


FE RR H 


4 SHORT 


EXPLANATION 


Of TY 
END and DES 


OF THE 


Los 8 SUPPER, Or. 


= o 7880 M HIS ordinance, which is 
005 1 50 commonly called the Lord's 
ot T + Xx Supper, or the Holy Com- 
hg . lg munion, and ſometimes the 
nn] Euchariſt, is not an inven- 
tion of men, or a ceremony deviſed by 
chriſtians out of their own heads, or in- 
ſtituted by the clergy of their own au- 
| thority : but is an expreſs inſtitution and 
command of our Lord himſelf, who 
hath appointed it to be obſerved and ce- 
lebrated, in a devout and religious man- 


ner, 


[2] 
[i ner, by all his diſciples, to the end of 
| the world. | | | ET, 
| This is abundantly evident from the 
hiſtory of our Saviour's paſſion, as it is 
recorded in the goſpels of Matthew, 
| Mark, and Luke; and from what the 
U apoſtle Paul ſays to the church of Co- 
| rinth, in the 11th chapter of his firſt 


epiſtle to them; where, reproving them 


it fer ſome abuſes they had been guilty of 
| in the celebration of this ordinance, con- 
| trary to the deſign for which it was ap- 
1 pointed, he acquaints them, that he 
Wl had received it from the Lord as an in- 
0 ſtitution of his religion, which he was 
. to teach as ſuitable to the churches he 
. ſhould plant, to be obſerved by them, 


9 and by all the churches of Chriſt; till ; 


1 his ſecond coming; and he tells them 
„ that he had accordingly delivered it unto 
0 them as he had received it from the 
Lord; and then he preceeds to give 
{ih them an account of its firſt inſtitution, 
1 and of the end and deſign for which it 
[i was appointed, and exhorts them to ob- 
1 ſerve it for the future according to that, 
1 and not ſuffer it to be any longer per- 

verted and abuſed as it had been among 


them of late. | : 
The | 


£3 
The action itſelf conſiſts in taking 
bread, giving thanks over it, breaking 
it, and eating of it; then in taking a 
cup into which wine had been poured, 
giving thanks over it, and drinking of it, 
This is the external action: and the 


deſign of it as a religious right or cere- 


mony, is to repreſent, ſhew forth, or 


make an open public commemoration of 


aur Saviour's death, and the manner of it; 
the bread which is broken being a ſym- 
bol or repreſentation of his body ich 
was broken on the tree; and the wine, 
a ſymbol or repreſentation of his blood 
ſhed upon the croſs, for the, remiſſion of 
the ſins of many; that is, for the con- 
firmation of that covenant wherein God 
hath promiſed the remiſſion of ſins to 
all, whether Jews or Gentiles, who ſin- 
cerely embrace the goſpel of his Son, 
who truly repent of their fins and forſake 
them, and carefully endeavour for the 
future to obey his holy laws, and im- 


prove themſelves daily in piety and virtue. 


Whether the bread that is uſed in the 
celebration of this ordinance be leavened 
or unleavened ; whether the wine be pure 
or mixed with water; whether the thankſ- 
giving be uſed only once for all, or re- 

peated 
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place; whether fitting, or leaning, or 
ſtanding, or kneeling; ; theſe and the like 


berty of chriſtians : there is nothing de- 


and at the ſame time, ſome ſhould re- 


[4] 


peated before the giving of the cup 
which ſeems indeed to have been the 
practice: at the beginning; whether this 
inftitution be celebrated in the evening, 
or any other time of the day; whether 
faſting, or after a temperate meal; whe- | 
ther in an upper room, or in any other 
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circumſtances being no parts of the action 
itſelf, nor having any relation to, or con- 
nection with, the deſign of it, are mat- 
ters of indifferency, and left to the li- 


termined about them in the New. Teſta- 
ment, and therefore none ſhould take 
upon them to make any fixed regulations 
or canons about ſuch matters; but in 
theſe or tlie like indifferent things, which 
are not neceſſary to be determined, every 
chriſtian ſhould be left to his own dif- 
cretion; for the inſtitution may be duly 
and rightly adminiſtered, and chriſtians i 
may partake of it worthily and accept- 
ably, either in the one or the other of 
theſe ways that have been mentioned; 

ea even tho' in the ſame congregation, 


ceive it one way, and fome another; 


chriſ- 


[2] 


chriſtians ſhould not be ſuperſtitiouſſy 
ſcrupulous. about theſe little things; nor 
. W ſhould chriſtian churches take upon them 
to ex2rciſe ayutaority un matters of this! 
natur, which are not determined in the 
word of God, which do not belong to 


5 the action itſelf nor affect any of the 
he | = k l . 
0 nds and purpoſes for which it was ap- 
5 ends and purp 


pointed, and Which are chiefly to be re- 


garded in our celebration of it. oc: 
From the accounts we have of the in- 


1— 5 i ee 

titution of this ordinance, both by the 
= 1 3 
1 aoangeliſts and the apoſtle Paul, we 


plainty ſee for what end it was appoint- 
ed, and conſequently with what views, 


8 with what diſpoſitions and affections we 
ns (ought to partake of it; for the efficacy 
in Hof it, or the good to be obtained by: 
n the receiving of it, doth not depend 


upon the meer external action of eating 
and drinking; but upon the doing it 
wit! meditations, and affections ſuitable 
to the deſign for which it was inſtituted. 


_ Now the chief and principal end for 
of which this rite was appointed by our 
F Lord, was to be a ſtanding memorial of 
Fr his ſufferings and death, and a ſolemn 
e- public commemoration of them with 


praiſe and thankſgiving : This (faith he) 
A) Hy body, Aich = broken Vor you 3 as. 
- much 


a 


. 
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| [6] 
. much as to ſay, this bread which is. 
| i broken and diſtributed among you, is 
i the ſymbol, or the fign and repreſenta- 
it tion of my body crucified and broken 
| for you; Do this, that is, fake it, and 
1M eat of it, in remembrance of me, or for 
| a commemoration of my love in dying 
5 for you. And of the cup he ſays, This 1 
1 cup is the New Teſtament, or, as it 
i ſhould rather have been rendered, He 

Wk new covenant in my blood, ſhed for the 

[i remiſſion of the fins of many, drink ye all 

of it ; for as often as you eat this bread, 

and drink this cup, ye do ſhew forth, or, 

ſbew ye forth the Lord's death till Be 
come. The meaning is, the wine con- 
tained in this cup is the ſymbol, the i 
ſign and repreſentation of my blood, 
ſhed for che confirmation of the new i 
covenant, wherein the remiſſion of fins 
is promiſed and aſſured to all, who, 
becoming my diſciples and members of 
my church, ſhall truly repent of their 
fins and forſake them, and ſhall endea- | 
vour for the future to yield a ſincere 
obedience to the laws and precepts of 

my goſpel, and perſevere therein to the i 
end: drink ye all of this cup in remem- 
brance of me, for by this action of eat- 
ing of this bread, and drinking of this 


cup, 


— «. . 


L711: 
s Mcup, as the ſymbols and repreſentations 
is Hof my body broken, and blood ſhed, ye 
Ido ſhew forth and publicly declare my 
n death, and your own thankful remem- 
d'Mbrance of it; and it is my will you 
ſchould do fo to the end of the world, 
-yen till I ſhall come again the ſecond 
time, without ſin, unto ſalvation, that 
is, not to offer myſelf as a ſacrifice for 
in a ſecond time, but to confer on all 
y ſincere and faithful followers, that 
alvation and happineſs which I have 


d, MWpromiſed to them; which promiſe is 
xr; ealed with my blood, and farther con- 
he firmed by my reſurrection from the dead, 


and aſcenſion into the heavens. This 
ordinance then is a ſtanding and perpe- 

ual memorial, an open and public com- 
memoration of the ſufferings and death 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and this is 

the firſt and principal end for which it 

Was appointed. 

| But there is another, or rather two 
Wothers, which naturally ariſe out of this 

ffirſt one, and are cloſely connected with 

of Hit; and which are alſo pretty plainly 

the taught as ſuch by the apoſtle Paul in 

m- [1 Cor. x. 16, 17. They are theſe, to 

at- Wit, to be a token and teſtimony of our | 
this — com- | 
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communion and fellowſhip with Jeſus 
Chriſt, with all our chriſtian brethren; if 
the apoſtle's words are theſe, The cup of 
bleſſing which we lese, 1s it not the com- 
munton of ihe biood of Chriſt ? the bread 
which we break, is it not the communion 
of the body of Chriſ, ? for, becauſe there 
75 one bread, * we, being many, art one 
bodv, for we are all partakers of that one 
bread. As if he had ſaid, The cup: of iſ 
thankſglving, over which we give thanks, 
and of Which we in the. colebrd« 4 
tion of the Lord's Supper, is it not ai 
token, a public teſtimony and declara- W 
tion, of our communion and fellowſhip W 
with the Lord Jeſus, whoſe blood was 
ſhed for the remiſſion of fins? and the 
bread which we break, and eat of in 
that ordinance, is it not a token, a pub- Y 
lic teſtimony and declaration of our 
communion and fellowſhip with that 
bleſſed Lord whoſe body was broken for 
us upon the tree? is not this action 
which we periorm in obedience to his 

command, a public and jolemn acknow- 
ledgment of our religious regard to him, 
as our Saviour and Redeemer, our Lord, 
our Laweiver, and our Judge; is it not 


an? 


* $9 this verſe would have been better rendered. 


s [ol 


ſus an open profeſſion in the face of the 
n; world that we are his diſciples and fol- 
of MM lowers, that we embrace his doctrine 
N- and religion, and are.not athamed of his 
ad goipel; that we approve of, and agree 


to, the terms of that moſt gracious co- 
venant whick was fealed with his blood, 


ere 

ne and fincerely conſent to be governed by 
ne bis laws? undoubtedly it is; and our 
of partaking of this feaſt in memory of his 
ks; death, is an open declaration and ſolemn 
ra- teſtimony of all this. . 
t a And farther by our coming together 
ra- into one place, to partake of this one 
nip bread, and drink of this one cup, as a 
vas religious commemoration of the death 
the of Chriſt; we, all of us, who join in 
in the celebration of this ordinance, tho' 
Ib- many in number, and dwelling perhaps, 
our tome of us in far diſtant places, do 
hat! hereby declare that we are all one body, 


and acknowledge ourſelves, with all our 
| chriſtian brethren wherever they dwell 
on the face of the earth, to be one ſo- 
\w- WM ciety or community, united to the one 
im, Lord by a lively faith and ſincere obe- 
rd, dience, and to one another by the bond 
not of a fervent charity and brotherly love ; 
an] and to by the joint partaking of this or- 
ed. £2 dinance 


[197] 
dinance we acknowledge ourſelves the 
fellow diſciples of Chriſt, the one Lord 
and Mediator, and the joint worſhippers lf 
of the one God and Father of all, the 


temples of the ſame holy ſpirit, and the 
1 heirs of the ſame heavenly inheritance. 
Wil We do not by this action profeſs our 
| communion merely and only with that 
"We particular church or congregation with i 
\M whom we are worſhipping at the time, 
4 8 or with that particular party or denomi- il 
| nation of chriſtians with whom we are 
i 


(81 aſſociated, and ſtatedly join in worſhip ; 8 
I or with this or the other national church; 
1 but we acknowledge ourſelves to be in 

Wh union and fellowſhip with all who make 

1 a credible profeſſion of chriſtianity, i 
ba (that is, with all who profeſs the chriſ- 
J' tian religion, and do not contradict that 


profeſſion by the wickedneſs of their 
lives) and, that together with them, we 
are all one bedy, united under Chriſt, i 
our common head; we are one religious i 
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4 community, one ſpiritual Kingdom under 
| 1 the government of that one king whom 
11 God hath ſet over us, even Jeſus Chriſt 
1 his ſon, whom he hath made Lord of 
11 | all, by whoſe laws we all profeſs to be 
i 1 ruled and governed, to whoſe — 
1 | x | an 


1 


greater progreſs in moral and fpiritual - 


En 


and dominion we are all ſubject, and to 


whom we are all of us accountable for 
our conduct. 

Theſe now being the ends for which 
this ordinance was appointed, it be- 


to keep them in our minds, to fix our 
meditations upon them, and to exerciſe 
our affections, and form our purpoſes and 


reſolutions according to them: if we do 


ſo, it will be a means of ſtrengthing 
our faith and hope, of increaſing our 
love to God, our love to Jeſus Chriſt our 
bleſſed redeemer, and to all the ſaints 
and houſhold of God ; and it will help 


us forward in the way of holineſs, and 


tient continuance in well doing, and to 
the conſtant and zealous practice of every 
thing that 1s truly pious, virtuous and 
good; in a word, it will diſpoſe us for 
farther uſefulneſs in this world, and to a 


perfection, and conſequently prepare and 


qualify us for higher degrees of happi- 


neſs in the world that is to come. 

But if we attend upon this inſtitution 
of our religion in a careleſs unthinking 
manner, only as an empty ceremony, as 

| B 2 a man- 


comes us, as often as we partake of it, 


engage us the more effectually to a pa- 
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a manner of form and cuſtom; or to pleaſe 
men, and gain or preſerve a reputation 
of ſanctity; or, if we ſubſtitute our at- 
tendance upon it in the place of real 
righteouſneſs, and uſe it as a kind of com- 
mutation, and by way of atonement for 
ſome immoral practices, we are guilty of; 
or for any other baſe and ſiniſter end; 
we.quite pervert it from the purpoſe for 
which it was appointed; we eat and drink 
unworthily, not diſcerning the Lord's body; 
we ule it in effect as if it were a common 
meal, and are guilty of profaning a ſa- 
cred religious inſtitution of divine ap- 
pointment. 

When the apoſtle Paul in the place al- 


ready quoted, (1 Cor. xi. 23, &c.) re- 


proves the Corinthians for certain abuſes 
which had crept in among them in the 
adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper; in 
order to rectify theſe abuſes, he lays be- 
fore them a plain and true account of the 
inſtitution itſelf, and of the end and de- 

ſign of it, as he had received it from the 


Lord, who had communicated the whole 


goſpel to him by revelation: after which 
he adds this advice, But let a man exa- | 
mine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. So our i 

tranſlators 


E124] 


| tri;:lators have rendered the words, which 


would have been tranſlated in this man- 
ner, But let a man prove himſelf, and 
THUS, that 1s, according to what I have 
now told you is the deſign of this inſti- 
tution, thus let him eat of the bread, and 
drink of the cup. As if he had faid, I 
have given you an account of this inſti- 
tution as I received it from the Lord, 
and of the chief and principal end for 
which he appointed it, by that let every 
one examine and try himſelf, his temper ot 
mind, his views and intentions, his car- 
riage and conduct, and bus, according 
to the end and deſign of the inſtitution, 
as a memorial of the death of Chriſt, 
and a token of communion with him, 


and with the whole chriſtian church, 4er 


him cat of the bread, and drink of the 
cup. | 

There 1s no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 
apoſtle by his direction intended to bind 
chriſtians to enter into a particular exa- 
mination of the whole paſt courſe of their 
lives every time that they deſign to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper, this indeed is 
an uſeful exerciſe, and very proper to be 
obſerved ſometimes, on ſome ſpecial oc- 
caſions, and for ſome perſons: but it 
By does 
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[ 14 } i 
does not ſeem to be neceſſary for all 
chriſtians every time they may have an 
intention to join with their brethren in 
celebrating the memory of their Saviour's 
paſſion by this inſtitution; there is no- 
thing in this diſcourſe of the apoſtle, or 
the occaſion upon which he gave theſe 
directions to the Corinthian church con- 
cerning the Lord's Supper, to lead us to 
underſtand his words in that ſenſe ; nor 
is ſuch a particular examination neceſla- 
ry every time that a ſerious well diſpoſed 
chriſtian would chuſe to receive the 
communion ; though it 1s praper here to 
be obſerved, that frequent ſelf-examina- 
tion is a very uſeful and important duty, 
for it ſerves to ſhew us, or bring to 
mind, what is or has been amiſs, and 
needs to be corrected, in our temper or 
conduct; it helps us to know ourſelves, 
what manner of perſons we are, and 
what 1s our true and real character, and 
this will diſpoſe us to modeſty and humi- 
lity ; it will make us ſenſible what need 
we have of God's grace and forgiveneſs, 
and the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit ; it 
will diſpoſe us alſo to the exerciſe of 
charity, forbearance, and forgiveneſs to- 


wards others; and give us occaſion of 
Th praiſe 


99019 


L331 © 
praiſe and thankſgiving to God for his 
ſparing mercies, and his gracious pro- 
miſes of acceptance upon the moſt rea - 
ſonable and condeſcending terms: be- 
ſide many other advantages which can- 
not be mentioned or inſiſted on at pre- 
ſent 

But the examination which the apo- 
ſtle recommends, as previouſly neceſſary 
to the Lord's Supper, ſo far as may be 
judged from the context, ſeems to be 
this; that any chriſtian intending to go 
to the Lord's table, ſhould, in order to 
partake of that ordinance in a religious 
manner; and ſo as to profit by it, and 
not incur the guilt of profaning a ſacred 
and ſolemn inſtitution of religion ap- 
pointed by Chriſt himfelt; he ſhould 
(I fay) ſeriouſly conſider the end and de- 
deſign for which it was appointed, and 
reflect whether the temper of his mind, 
and frame of his ſpirit, be ſuch as 1s 
ſuitable to that end, and having, upon 
ſuch ſerious reflection, found that it is ſo; 
let him accordingly, with a view to that 
end, and with meditations and affections 
ſuitable to it, eat of the bread, and drink 
of the cup. | 
8B 4 We 


* See the diſcourſe on ſelf- examination at the end. 
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We ſhould therefore, before we go to 


the Lord's table, reflect a little, and Þ 


think with ourſelves, what it is we are 7 


going about? what are we going to do? 


are we only going to eat and drink as at 
a common meal for the refreſhment and 
ſupport of our bodies? no, this. is nat 2 
the deſign of the inſtitution ; we have 
houſes to eat and drink in for that end, 
and are not called to aſſemble together il 
in the church for our common meals ; 
but we are going to celebrate a religious 
rite appointed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as a memorial of his dying love, and a 
public acknowledgment. of our being his 
diſciples, who have communion and fel- 
lowſhip with him, and with all our chriſ- 
tian brethr-n, and who purpoſe, by the iſ 
help of his grace, to pleaſe and obey 
him in all things, and to walk in his 
ways all the days of our lives. 

It becomes us then to enquire again, 
whether we feel in our minds a juſt ſenſe 


of the advantages we enjoy by the goſ— 


pel revelation, and a thankful remem- 
brance of what our bleſſed Saviour hath 
done and ſuffered for us, to dehver us 
from the power and dominion of fin, 
and the miſeries conſequent upon it? 

>. whether 


E 


Whether we do really approve of the 


terms of that covenant which he hath 
(-aled with his blood, and heartily con-- 
ſent to them? and are truly willing to 
forſake all fin, all impiety, all vice, 
wickedneſs and immorality, and to con- 
form ourſelves in our hearts and lives to 
the laws of godlineſs, righteouſneſs, cha- 
rity and fobriety, as being moſt excel- 
lent in themſelves; and naturally con- 
ducive to promote the proper perfection 
and true happineſs of our nature ? and 


whether we have a ſincere love to all 


our chriſtian brethren, and a communion 
in heart and affection with all the ſaints 
and houſhold of- God ? if this be truly 
and indeed the temper and diſpoſition 
of our minds, and the frame of our 
hearts towards God, towards Jeſus Chriſt 
his fon, towards all our fellow chriſ- 
trans, and towards true religion, good- 
neſs, and virtue, we are ſuitably d1i- 
poſed, and duly prepared to go to the 
Lord's table : let every one therefore try 
himſelf by this teſt, and having found 
in his heart to correſpond to it, let 
1 according to the ends for Which! 

s ſacred feaft was appointed, and with 


„ 1orious view to them, eat of the bread, 


B 5 aud | 
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and drink of the cup; humbly hoping 
for God's bleſſing upon him in his reli- 
gious attendance upon this ordinance ; 

and for his favourable acceptance of him 
in this action, done in obedience to the 
command of his dying Lord, to ſhew 
forth his death till he come. 

When a perſon has previous warning 
that the communion is to be adminiſter- 
ed in the church to which he belongs, 
it will be very proper to add to his daily 
private devotions, ſome addreſſes to his 
Wl. Maker, with a peculiar reference to | 
Ws that ordinance, ſome convenient time 
Fr | before; to which purpoſe he may uſe 
Will f the following prayer extracted from the 
late reverend Mr. Henry Grove of Taun- 
ton, at any time before he goes to the | 
communion, or ſome other to the ſame | 


effect. 
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A:PRAY 9 R in private before the 


C . 


Nee 


1 Thou infinite and eternal majeſty; 
11 the holy, bleſſed and glorious God, 
Ib the creator, - preſerver, and governor. of | 
the whole world, and our kind and 
bountiful benefactor : I adore * | 
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© the only living and true God, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
3 and in him the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all conſolation : vouchſafe, 
I beſeech thee, with an eye of favour 
and compaſſion to look upon thy ſinful 
creature now before thee, admiring and 
Z adoring thy diſtinguiſhing and moſt un- 
W deſerved goodneſs to the children of men, 
and to me in particular, which I ac- 
knowledge to have been ſuch as beyond 
BW meaſure to enhance and aggravate my 

offences againſt thy divine majeſty. 
With what ſincerity, O Lord, thou 
defireſt the converſion of ſinners, the 
| proſperity of thy ſaints, and the happi- 
neſs of all who are upright in heart, 
thou haſt abundantly diſcovered in the 
W& incarnation and death of thy well be- 
loved ſon, our moſt worthy mediator 
and advocate, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; 
the and in the rich variety of means which 
thou haſt kindly provided for the heal- 
ing of the manifold diſorders, which, in 
ty; the preſent imperfect ſtate of human na- 
OC, ture, we are liable to, and for our con- 
of tinual progreſs towards perfection: as 
for all theſe I bleſs and praiſe thy good- 
nels and wiſdom, fo, in a particular 
| man- 
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ner, for the inſtitution of the holy ſup 
per, which being enjoined by the au- 


thority of my bleſſed Saviour, and bear- : 
ing his name, as it was appointed in| 
honour cf his memory, I deſire even to 
value and eſteem, as an uſeſul means of 
preſerving and cheriſhing the ſpiritual | 
life, and engaging the heart to a ſincere} 
obcdience to the laws of the goſpel, and 
a conſ.ant progreſs in all holineſs and 
virtue. ö 
Being not only allowed, but invited, | 
to attend this facred feaſt, I do joytully| 


accept the invitation, humbly | truſting | 


that through thy grace, I am in ſome 


meaſure meet to partake of it; and 
praying that what 1s farther wanting 3 in 


order to my receiving with greater 5 
vantage and acceptance, may de graci- 


ouſly ſupplied by the aid of thy holy 


{pirit. 
O may I obtain the pardon of all my 


paſt offences through Jeſus Chriſt, and} 


upon the terms of his goſpel, which! 
cannot but in my conſcience approve of, 
end to which I give my fincere and hearty 
conſent: O may thy bleſſed ſpirit, whole 


alliſtance thou haſt promiſed to thoſel 


who aik it, be always preſeat with me, 
| = | to 
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: to enlighten my mind, and ſactify my 
; 


\F:&jons more and more ; to ſtrengthen 
and ſecure me againſt the various temp- 


tations to which I am expoſed, and to 


lead me on in the paths of rightzouſ- 
neſs: give me underitanding in all thy 
precepts ; and help me rightly to diſcern 
the meaning, and truly anſwer the ends 
of that holy ordinance for which I am 
preparing ; and may love to God, and 
to mankind, and love to goodnels and 


virtue, be the ruling principle in my 


heart, and give law to all my paſſions 
and affections, my words and actions. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may approach 
thy holy table with a deep ſenſe of my 
own meanneſs, unworthineſs, and guilt, 
and with the moſt exalted apprehenſions 
of thy holineſs and mercy, both which 
thou haſt ſo wonderfully diſplayed in the 
method of our redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt; that I may receive the memo- 
rials of his bloody paſſion, and of thy 
forgiving love through him, with a live- 
ly faith, an humble and well grounded 
hope, an unfeigned gratitude, and an 
unſpeakable joy; and may ſo feel the 
attractive influence his example, the effi- 
cacy of his death, and the power of 


his 


* | : 
his reſurrection, that my ſoul may he fl 
transformed into love, that it may be il 
filled with kindneſs and charity to men, 
and with an ardent, but prudent zeal 
for the honour of God and religion; 
14 that I may more and more die to ſin, 
Wi | and live to righteouſneſs; that I may 
be able to tread on all the power of | 

c the enemy, to overcome all temptations, 
lk to deny myſelf, to deſpiſe the blandiſh- 
TY ments of the world, to have my conver- 
ſation in heaven, and finally, after hav- 
ing loved, and followed, and ferved my 
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Saviour without ſeeing him, I may, ac- 

cording to his own prayer, be with him 

where he is, to behold his glory, and 

i to join with all the heavenly inhabitants, 

a in aſcribing bleſſing, and honour, and 

bl | glory and power, unto him who fitteth 

IN! on the throne, and to the lamb, for ever 
"atk and ever. Amen. 

WH © _ 
1 When you are engaged in the ſacred 


ſervice for which you have been prepar- 
ing, and while you, and the reſt of the 
| congregation, are partaking of the bread 
and wine, let your mind be employed 
in ſuitable meditations, accompanied 

With 
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open public acknowledgment that we 
Fare his diſciples, who heartily conſent 


ay- 
my 
ac- 
im 
nd 


its, 


nd | 


eth 


ver 


red 


ar- 
the 
ad 
red 
1ed 
ith 


and the perfection of my own nature; 


L 83.1 . 


With ſhort ejaculations of prayers and 
be 1 


1 
Now the proper ſubjects of your me- 


Wiitation at this time are, the ends for 


hich this action was inſtituted and ap- 


pointed, namely, to be a memorial, or 
nay In religious thankful commemoration of 
of C 


deemer, and a token or teſtimony of our 


he ſufferings and death of our dear re- 


ommunion and fellowſhip with him, 
and with all our chriſtian brethren; an 


to the terms of acceptance laid down 
in his goſpel, and are truly willing to 
ſubmit to his juſt and gentle govern- 


ment, and to be ruled by his wiſe and 


righteous laws : let theſe ends regulate 
and lead your thoughts, and let every 
one ſay in his own mind, when he is 
eating of the bread, and drinking of the ; 
cup, and during the whole ſervice, thus, 


or to this eifect. 


As I am ſeriouſly convinced of the 
truth of the chriſtian revelation, and 
ſenſible of the great advantages I enjoy 
thereby in order to the attainment of 
true happineſs in the fayour of God, 
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he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 


[ 24 ] 7 
ſo I believe in particular that Jeſus Chrigl 
came into the world, as a teacher ſentfi 
from God; and after he had fulfilled 
his miniſtry upon earth, and finiſhed theſ 
work which God ſent him to do, hell 
gave himſelf up to the death for us all, 
to confirm the divine covenant with us, 
and reconcile us unto God. I now call 4 
to my remembrance all that he ſuffered 
from the hands of wicked and ungodly 
men, the injuries that were done to him, 
the unjuſt ee e that were caſt upon 
him, he ungrateful and unworthy treat- 
ment that he met with, the cruel andffl 
ignominious death he was put to, tho : 
he was perfectly innocent and righteous; 


rate from ſinners, and had gone about 
doing good both to the fouls and bodies“ 
of men: I remember allo, with what 
meekneſs and patience, what ſubmiſſion} 
and reſignation to the will of God, what 
truſt and confidence in him; and with 
what conſtancy and firmneſs of mind, 
with what charity and forgiveneſs, he 
bore all the evils that were laid upon 
him, and all the inſults, abuſes, and in- 
juries which he received from the hands 
of his ungrateful and mercileſs enemies. 


Eut 


[ 25 1 
= But I conſider him as having come 
into our world that he might thus bear 


led witneſs to the truth, and ſeal it with 
the his blood; and therefore was it that he 


oluntarily yielded himſelf up into the 
all, hands of his enemies, and patiently 
BB bore all theſe cruel effects of their rage 
and malice. He was wounded for our 
Vanggreſſions, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
ilities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
e bim, and with bis ſtripes are we 


pon bealed; the Lord laid on him the iniquity 
cat NV vs all; it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
ande in and put him to death and he readi- 
tho ly acquieſced, he willingly made his foul 
ous; an offering for /in; and thus was be cut 
epa- ls confirm the covenant with many; 
bout: hoſe things which God beſore had 
dic ewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 


at Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, hath be fo jul- 
Mon: 


/ied. And I do humbly reverence and 
vhatMadore that wiſe and myſterious provi- 


with {WQCcnce that brought ſo much good out 
ind, Wo! 12 great an evil; and I do from my 
„ be hart deteſt and abhor all fin and iniqui- 
pony which Chriſt my bleſſed maſter fo 
Jin- nuch deteſted, and for which he wil- 


and ingly fell a ſacrifice; and I will ſincere- 
es. V cndeavour, by the aſſiſtance of divine 
Put grace, 
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[ 26 } 7 
grace, to crucify the fleſh with its affec. 3 
tions and luſts, and die to fin, even al 
he, my gracious Redeemer, was crucified 
and died for it; and in all the troubles E 
adverſities and afflictions, which I af 
meet with in this uncertain world; off 
whatever trials and perſecutions I may 
be called to undergo on account of re- 
ligion and a good conſcience; I will ual 
to imitate thoſe virtues that ſhone forthſ * 
fo conſpicuouſly in him, under all hi 
great and grievous ſufferings, and during 
the whole time of his trial, condemns 
tion and crucifixion. 
And now that I am thinking on all 
that flood of ſorrows that came upon 
him; that melancholy ſcene of ſafer 
ings which he paſſed thro' for the good 
of mankind; and that zeal for God 
and pure religion, that love to the ſoul; 
of men, and regard for their true and 
everlaſting happineſs, which were the 
great motives of this undertaking ; I lift 
up my heart with joyful praiſes, andf 
thanktul acknowledgments to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
who ſo loved the world, that he gave hi 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhouli 
believe on vim, and obey his laws, might 
FH 


15 bs [ 27 ] 
g. periſb, but have everlaſting life; who 
Wired not even his own Son, but gave 
Ein up to the death, as a propitiation for 
he fins of the whole world; and I can 
ever ſufficiently admire he heighth, and 
tb, and length and breadth of the love 
i Chri/t, which paſſeth knowledge, that 
{cared in this whole tranſaction; that 
Wc who was the brightneſs of the Fa- 
bens glory, and the expreſs image of his 
„ien, who was in the form of God, and 
glory with the Father before the 
W-/7 was, ſhould for us men, and for 
ur ſalvation, come done from heaven, 
1 al bim ſelf; take upon him the form 
pon“ /ervant, and faſhion of a man, and 
ffer-ould bumble himſelf fo far as to become 
good edlent unto death, even the death of the 
GodWroſs : leſs the Lord, O my foul; let 
ſoulsF// 7har is within me bleſs his Holy 
andi ene; bes the Lord, O my foul, and 
the /get not all his benefits, who forgrueth all 
I liche iniquities, and healeth all thy dif- 
andi /e; who redeemeth thy life from de- 
God tion, and crowneth thee with tender 
hriſtecier, and loving kindnefſes. What ſhall 
ve hi ender to the Lord for all his benefits ? 
ſpouli i fake the cup of ſalvation, and call 
nigen the name of the Lord, I love that 
ntl bleſſed 
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and wiſdom, and 


2s from cur ſins with his moſt 


nour, and glory, and power, "be to bing 


Lamb for ever. 


5 


3 
" 
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28 

bleſſed Redeemer, and will honeſtly «nM 
deavour to live to him, who died for I 
and roſe again. Worthy i is the Lamb th 
was ſlain to receive riches, and powerl 
ftrength,, and honour 
and glory, bleſſing : for he hath redeem L 
preciu | 
blood, and made us kings and prieſts uni 


God even the Father : bleſſing, and 2 
awho fitteth on the throne, and to tf 


I remember hkewiſe, that this bled 
Saviour whoſe death I am commemo 
rating, was the mediator of the ne 
covenant, and ſhed his blood as thi 
ſeal and confirmation of it; and do noy 
over the memorials of his body a 
blood, publicly acknowledge that I x 
one of his dMciples, and a willing ſub 
ject of his kingdom; 1 am fully ſenſibl 
that his yoke 15 eaſy, and his burthen | 
light, and my conſcience approves tif 
terms of his goſpel as moſt wiſe an 
reaſonable, moſt gracious and mercif 
and condeſcending, and I conſent to the 
with all my heart. 

I do now profeſs my communion an 
Rowing with him, and am ſtedfaſt) 

reſolve 


olved, by the help of his grace, to 
YMutinue his faithful diſciple, and to 
revere inflexibly in the profeſſion of 
religion, and the obedience of his 
1 ly laws all the days of my life. And, 
4 gh now IT fee him not, yet I firmly 
eve in hin, I /ove him in ſincerity, and 
ao heartily role in bim, and in what 
has done and accompliſhed for poor 
ners, and in the hopes of that im- 
Mortu happineſs which he has prepared 
r the righteous in his eternal heavenly 
nedom. | | 

I ſeriouſly renounce all communication 
* the unfriutful works of darkneſs, 
d dying all ungodlineſs and wordly 
fas, will carefully endeavour, thro' his | 


nove . : 420th | 
7 a acious atlittance, to ve ſoberly, righ- | 
T ul, and godly in this preſent world: 


truly repent of all my paſt tranſgreſ- 


* ns, and condemn myſelf for them, 
3 d wherein I have offended and done 


iquity, I am fully purpoſed, with the 
elp of God, to do ſo no more, but will 
udy to form the temper of my mind, 
nd order the tenour of my converſation 
the world, as becomes the dignity of 
y rational and moral nature, and that 
Ire and holy goſpel which I profeſs to 
F-licye. "T0 I do 
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vice, and to the obedience of his hoh 


„„ 
I do now in the moſt ſolemn manne; . 
and with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and fink 
cerity ratify and confirm my baptiſmdi 
covenant and dedication ; I yield myſelſi 
unto God, and devote myſelf to his ſer 


laws: O Lord, © I here acknowledg: I 
myſelf thy creature, and thy ſervant 
a a ſubject of thy moral kingdom, and a 
* diſciple of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
as ſuch obliged by all the ſtricteſt ties 
of duty, gratitude, and intereſt, fin-| 
* cerely to ſearch out and perform thyſ 
* will, and never wilfully to offend a- 
gainſt thy holy laws :* I prefent myſel 
unto thec, with all the powers of my 
mind, and members of my body, as an 
holy, living, and acceptable ſacrifice 
which is the reaſonable ſervice thou re- 
quireſt of us, moſt ſuitable to thy na- 
ture, and agreeable to thy will: I love 
thee, O Lord my God, with all ny 
heart and ſoul, and ſtrength and mind) 
and pray that by the help of thy grace, 
J may be enabled to ſhew the fincerity| 
of my love by keeping thy command- 
ments: I love my neighbour as myſelf, 
and will always endeavour to do to 
others, what I would judge to be las 

an 


35 J 


: d reaſonable, if done to myſelf in the 


ner 

fins Wc caſe and circumſtances ; and I will 
(mludy, as far as I can, to do juſtly to all 
yſelfhen; to love and exerciſe mercy and 
ſer manity, as there is occaſion : to walk 
hoh mbly with thee my God; and to be 
edge eful in the world, according to the 
„ant pilities thou Hait given me, and the 
nd tion wherein thou haſt placed me, and 


ithful in performing the duties of m 
ation, and of the ſeveral relations J 
nd in to others “. 4 
thy It is alſo my purpoſe and reſolution, 
d a- ich an humble dependance on the di- 
yſelhe ud; to maintain a rule over my 
men ſpirit, and to keep my mind and 
as anfe<tions, my thoughts, deſires and ima- 
ifice nations, my ſenſual appetites, and all 
u re- 1 my 
naß Here the communicant may reflect and call to 
love nd the various relations he bears tp others, with 
| mar the i to them, and engage himſelf to 
BE faith ful performance of them: here alſo he may 
nind.l 


ider the trade, buſineſs, or employment he is 
icd to by divine providence, and reſolve to be faith- 
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race and uſeful in it: and if he be called to ſerve his 
derity h ntry in any office, civil or military, he may form 
jand-poſes in his mind, to diſcharge the duties of his 
| (lll ce with all care, diligence, and fidelity : and thus 


x00d uſe may be made of one of our laws, which 
no good tendency, and has been often abuſed. to 
BE purpoſes; having in many inſtances been the oc- 
on of profaning this inſtitution, and expoſing it to 
contempt and ridicule of ſceptics and unbelievers, 
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my animal paſſions, under a proper com 
mand and diſcipline, that ſo I way 
always maſter of myſelf, may enjoy thi 
clear and undiſturbed exerciſe: of my uf a 
tional and moral powers, and be in: 
fit temper and Gipoſition to go abou 4 
any part of my duty to God or man 
and perform any act of religious won 
ſhip, or any effice of virtue and humulf 
nity that I may be called to, or have &| 
proper opportunity of doing: and I wilf 
likewiſe take heed to my. words, tint | 
offend not with my tongue, that J ſpeal 
not any thing finfully, or e | 
with my lips; but that my ſpeech mai 
be always ſuch as becomes my chriſtia 
profeſſion, uſeſul and improving, or, 
leaſt, harmleſs, innocent, and in offen 
ſive. 
But I remember :llo, that I am a mem 
ber of the church of Chriſt, founded if 
love and benevolence; that as I am unite 
to Jeſus Chriſt, by faith and holineſs, {of 
ought to be united to his church by ſince 
= fervent charity: I doaccordingly pul 
licly declare, that I entertain in my hei 
a true and cordial love to all my chriſti 
brethren, and am in unity and feljov 


ſhip with all the faints, with all wi 


| 


E323] 


W-- of the houſhold of God, and belong 
WS that great body of which Chriſt is the 
Nad: 1 love all who love the Lord Je- 
Lin ſincerity, and call upon the name 
the Lord out of a pure heart. I do 
bol ncercly and willingly forgive all who 
Wc offended or injured me, and have 
hatred, malice or revenge in my heart 
eainſt any of my neighbours or bre- 
ren; and if in any inſtance, I have in- 
red or offended any others, I am will- 


hat g to be reconciled; Willing to give them 
ſped l reaſonable ſatisfaction, and make them 


iſedſſh zun and equitable reparation, as far 
lis in my power. i 

And, if I know my own heart, I de- 
Wt all impoſing, dividing, and perſecu- 
Ing principles and practices: and am 
Wi ppoſed to bear with, and forbear others, 
love, to keep the unity of the ſpirit 
the bond of peace, and to hold com- 
union in the worſhip of God with all 
ho make a credible profeſſion of chriſ- 
anity, upon the goſpel terms of com- 
nion, as God offereth opportunity: I 
o not by this action enliſt myſelf in any 
arty, but only in general profeſs myſelf 
chriſtian, and declare my reſolution to 
urſue with ſteadineſs and conſtancy, that 


6 which 


L334 ] 


. which is the great deſign of the golpeff 
„ and of its inſtitutions, namely, the {ince 
| practice of piety and virtue. Z 


1 | As an important branch of commu | 
419 13 nion of ſaints, I do alſo ſympathize wit 
EIS 1s ; 
$0} all who are in diſtreſs or miſery of an 
F | kind; I pity the poor and needy, anf 
4} 


; 
141 thoſe who have none to help them; 


140 commend all ſuch to the care and prof 
5 tection, to the patronage and guardian 
| ſhip of the divine providence; and af 
1 willing myſelf to help them, and conf 
"hf 15 tribute to their ſupport, eaſe, and relief 
11 as far as I am able, and I am diſpoſe 
1 to bear with the infirmities of other 

1 _ put the moſt favourable conſtructiq 
4 n their words and actions liable to doubſ 
1 which they will admit of. 

| h All hel things I do truly and ſincere 

Wit ly profeſs, and will carefully endeavour i 
10 || obſerve and perform by the aſſiſtance of 
. the holy ſpirit, which God, by the mouif 


— 
— — 


114 of our Saviour, nath graciouſly promiſch 

144 to thoſe who atk it from him by ferven 
W's prayer and ſaggy: cation, and are willing 

| to concur with his wife and kind oper 

iT itt tions on their nds. 

[FH 811 When the Whole ſervice is over, a 

en after you are gone home, or in the even 


* 
17 3 
E 54 


L391 
Wing of that day, or an yconvenient time af- 
ter, retire by yourſelf, and reflect on what 
4 you have been about in ſome ſuch medi- 
W tations as theſe. | 
have nov in a ſolemn manneravouch- 
cd the Lord to be my God, my ruler 
end governor, my chief good and hap- 
W pincls; and myſelf to be has ſervant and 
g ſubiect of his moral kingdom, and 
1 faithfully to keep all his commandments, 
1 and walk in his ways; I have devoted 
W111 {cf to the ſervice and obedience of 
„che living and true God, and KN. 
my {f to live and act as becomes a diſ- 
ner ciple and follower of his beloved fon 
| Jeſus Chriſt my Lord; and to maintain 
and exerciſe brotherly love and affection 
towards all my fellow chriſtians, and cha- 
rity to all men: when I reflect, I cannot 
but approve of what I have done, and do 
not repent of the choice I have made; and 
therefore what I have vowed and ſworn, 
I willfincerely endeavour to perfor m, even 
to keep God's righteous judgments; and 
may he oracioully vouchſafe me the aſ- 


enable me ſo to do, that I may abide in 
Chriſt, and walk even as he walked, 3 a; nd 
that obeying from the heart the dofrin 

C2 = 


liſtance and conduct of his holy ſpirit to 
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my pilgrimage 1 in this world with peace 


360 
and precepts he hath taught us, and hav 
ing the fame mind in me 5 Was in bim, | 
Rs walking in love, even as he loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us, a ſacrifice and] 
an offering unto God of a ſweet ſmelling 
favour, I may at length finiſh the courſe of 


and joy, and be admitted to partake of 
that glory and happineſs which he hath} 
prepared for the faithful. 


And then addreſs yourſelf to God 
this or the like prayer. 


A Prayer to be uſed in private after one 
has received the communion, extrac- 
ted from the late Reverend Mr. 
GROVE. 


REAT and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty! what 

then art thou whoſe power hath produ- 
ced and ſuſtains, whoſe wiſdom hath con- 
trived and directs, and whoſe goodneſs 


, provides for and crowns them all? J 


praite thee, O my God, with all my 


heart, that, having made of one blood 


all 


Wot 


av. all nations of men to dwell on all the 
WT fcc of the earth, and determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds 
Mof their habitation, that they ſhould ſeek 
e Lord, if haply they might feel after 
e of him, and find him, thou haſt in the 
ace ¶ courſe of thy providence ſo ordered the 
circumſtances of my birth and education, 
mat I ſhould be a partaker of the grace 
ef the goſpel from my early years, and 
o the wonderful works of God, 
| in eren thoſe things which many prophets 
ed kings defired to fee and hear, and 
aid not obtain their defire. 
= For all my powers and faculties, O 
one Lord, as I am a reaſonable and moral 
rac-Magent; for all the inftances of thy father- 
Mr. Wy care; for all the effects of thy com- 
mon bounty and goodneſs in the courſe 
of my life, I bleſs and magnify thy ho- 
Wy name; but more eſpecially for thy 
yhat diſtinguiſhing grace and mercy in Jeſi's 
odu-Chriſt, in whom, while I rejoice and 
con- glory, I cannot forget to pray that all 
Ine mankind may enjoy the ſame happineſs, 
12? IHand the whole world know that thou haſt 
9 ſo loved them as to give thine only be- 
ood Motten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
z "C4 him, 
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him, ſo as to obey his lavrs, ſhould not i 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. 5 

Hear, O moit 8 God, the prayers 
of thy faithful people, for the enlarge- 3 
ment of that kingdom of truth and righte- 4 
ouſneſs, which thou haſt ſet up among 
men, that the religion of Chriſt may be] 
provcited and practiſed in its greateſt ſfim- 
plicity: grace be with all them that love ; 
the lord Jeſus in ſincerity; may the num-| 
ber of ſuch be continually increaſed; 
may their conſolations abound; may the 
multitude of them that believe be of one 


heart, and one ſoul; and may the church 


of Chriſt appear to be the ſchool where 


immortal ſouls are trained up for the more 
perfect worſhip and the everlaſting felici- 


ty of the heavenly world. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may not re- 
celve thy grace in vain, that it may not 


be in vain that I have been ſo fully taught 


the way of the Lord, have had bone ex- 


ternal and internal aſſiſtances, and every 


ſort of encouragement to abound in a all 
the fruits of righteouſneſs and goodneſs 

and trath, to thy glory and pralſe: for- 
give, O merciful Father, the many un- 
{uitable returns I have made to thee for 
thy great goodnets towards me, the num- 


berlets 


3 


erleſs obligations thou haſt laid me un- 
Her, and the repeated engagements I 
have taken upon myſelf: O forgive the 
oldneſs of my love, my ſloth and inac- 


n the virtues of the chriſtian life, with 
the advantage of ſo excellent a rule, fo 
perfect an example, fo free an acceſs to 
Mie throne of grace, ſuch powerful aids, 
id the proſpect of ſo glorious a re- 
ard. 

0 may the conſideration of thy readi- 
Wncis to pardon, fill me with an ingenu- 
irch Nous hatred and deteſtation of all fin; that 
my abhorrence of ſin, and care to avoid 
it, and all occaſions of it, or temptations 
co it, for the future, may be a ſatisfying 
proof that all my ſins are forgiven me, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt, 
ZW whoſe death I have been commemorating 
and ſhewing forth in his ſupper. And 
may the God of peace, who brought a- 
gain from the dead, our Lord Jeſus 
WJ Chriſt, the great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting co- 
-Nvenant, make me perfect in every good 
Work, to do his will, working in me that 
which is pleaſing in his fight, and ful- 
WJ ling in me all the good pleaſure of his 
2 C 4 goodneſs 


ivity, the ſmall proficiency I have made 
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40 ' 
goodneſs, and the work of faith wit 
power. l 
Help me to carry in mind the deſign 
of one duty to diſpoſe me for another 
and of all the inſtrumental duties of re; 
ligion, to beget, and ſtrengthen thoſe ex 
cellent principles and habits of goodneſſ 
in my foul, by which it will be more 
and more ripened for the life of heaven 
by faith may I be able to ſee him who if 
inviſible, and always to walk as in hi 
preſence; and may I be more and more 
affected and influenced by the contem-Þ 
plation of an abſent Saviour in ever 
view of him. 

While I meditate on the bleſſed Jeſus, 
enduring the contradiction of ſinners, and 
h \umbling himſelf unto death, even the 
death of the croſs, may I be inſtructed 
what to expect in the preſent life, and 
after what manner to behave under all 


the ſufferings and afflictions of it; and 


may a riſen and exalted Saviour elevate 
my heart above all the vanities of thi 
tranſitory ſtate of things, to that happy 
world, whither he, my Lord, and the 
fore-runner of all the faithful is gone; 
that I may know him and the power of 


his reſurrection, and count all things} 
but! 


2 + ] 

but loſs, for the excellency of the know- 
W 1cdge of Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe fake, 
way I be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all 
1 things, ſhould I be called to it, not count- 
ing my life dear to me, fo I may finiſh 
my courſe with joy. 

= Give me, O Lord, to feel more of the 
4 mighty power of thy grace, concurring 
with the goſpel of thy Son, to mortify 
every inordinate defire, to confirm every 
good purpoſe, to purify and regulate my 
WF: #ctions, and to change my whole ſoul 
vore and more into a divine image and 
Wikenels; by that grace let me be enabled 
to overcome all temptations to fin, and 
eſus to keep a conſcience void of offence both 
„and towards God and man: let my love to 
1 theſMthce be ſuperlative, and though I cannot 
Wc x pcct it ſhould ever be equal to thy ex- 
W-cllencies and benefits, yet may it bear. 
Wome proportion to my powers and ca- 
cities, that I may love thee with all 
} ny heart and foul, and ſtrength and 
4 uind; that my devotion may be ſincere 
und fervent, my reſignation willing and 
l ce Etire, and my obedience unive rſal and 
zone; Thearft ul, conſtant and uniform, alwa VE 
creating and going on to perfection. 
5 May 
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May I be juſt and charitable towards | 
men, kindly affectioned, ready to do 
good and communicate, as I have power 
and opportunity, behaving myſelf to- 
wards all with a mild, peaceable and | 
chriſtian ſpirit: and with reſpect to my- 
ſelf, may I be ſober- minded, poor inf} 
ſpirit, and pure in heart; and though 
I cannot expect to be free from all men- 
tal irregularities, yet may I be daily gain- 
ing ground upon them, always oppoſing 
every inclination that is contrary to my 
duty, or tends to retard my progreſs | in! 


virtue; may I ſtudy to have my conver- 


ſation without covetouſneſs, or any anxi- 
ous cares about the world, and be con- 
tent with ſuch things as I have, and may] 
Hearn to deny myſelf, and to be tempe-f 
rate in all things. 
Help me to bridle my tongue, and take 
heed to my words, that I may never ſpeak} 


any thing ſinfully or unadviſedly with my 


lips, and 1 may I be an example of patience, 
meekneſs, humility, and every thing thatf 
is lovely, virtuous, and praiſe-worthy 
that I may come behind in no good thing 
locking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt unto eternal life: that ſo, when ( 
mall have done the work which thou hat 

give 
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ien me to do, and ſuffered all that thou 
aſt thought meet for the trial of my 
BE. ith, and hope, and ſubmiſſion to thy 
i, I may finally inherit the promiſes 
hich thou haſt made to us in Jeſus 
2 hriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


o which he may add the following 
ſhort Prayer from the late Reverend 
worthy and judicious Doctor JEFFERY 
of Norwich. 
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\ God, our heavenly Father, who 
_F# hath purchaſed to thyſelf an uni- 
2275 church with the precious blood of 
1y dear Son! mercitully look upon the 
me, ſanctify and rule it with thy holy 
ii; unite the hearts of all chriſtians 
rue religion and brotherly love; reſcue 
e religion of Chriſt and che lives of 
3 briſtians from thoſe corruptions, which 
Fc been any where introduced, by 
W-" 3th of time, decay and piety, and by 
is "defigns of wicked and unreaſonable 
1 nen, take a away all offences and ſcandals, 
| witons and difſentions, tyranny and 
I ws tion over the minds and conſciences 
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of men; and reſtore piety and virtue : 


fied. Amen. So come Lord Jeſus. 


peace, and good- will amongft men. 


body. 
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peace and charity, and let the goſpel | 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt run and be glonl 7 


Glory be to God on high, in earif 5 


May all envy, and e and uncha4 
ritableneſs, ceaſe amongſt thoſe who calf 
upon the name of our Lord Jeſus; an 
may the peace of God rule in thei 
hearts, to which they are called in on: 


Bleſſing, honour, and glory be unt 
God, through Jetus Chriſt, who hatlf 
redeemed by his blood men of all nation 
from ſin and miſery: and may our {incen 
celebration of God in him, here 0 
carth, be compleated in the hight 
tranſports of thankſgiving, praiſe ani 
adoration, in heaven, for ever and eyet, 


Aen. 


POSH 
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POSTSUCREEFELT 


Ot SELF--EXAMINATION. 


T was obſerved in pages 38, 39, of 
3 the preceding explanation of the end 
1 and deſign of the Lord's Supper, that 
= when St. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to 


n O csamine themſelves, and fo to eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup, according 
unt to the deſign of that inſtitution, there 1 is 
hat no reaſon oy ſuppoſe that he intended to 


2 "EH - 


ation 3 
re of f 
18 0 


bind chriſtians to enter into a particular 
examination of the whole paſt courſe 
of their lives every time that they deſign 
to partake of the Lord's Supper; that 
e and 1 yet it would be very uſeful, and conſe- 
| era uently very tit and proper to do it ſome- 

3 times; it 15 therefore propoſed to ſpend a 
| tev/ pages in explaining a little the duty 
BI feli-examination, Which ſhall be done 
ger the following heads. 1ſt. We 
W {hall ſhew what is the rule by which we 
Wy inould examine ourſelves. 2d. What 
are the feveral particulars concerning 
= which we ſhould make i inquiry. zd. In 
hat manner ſhould this inquiry be 
= made. 
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made. 4th. What are the proper ſea- | 
ſons of doing, and then conclude with | 
repreſenting in a few words the adyan- | 
tages of frequent ſelf-examination. 4 

Iſt. As to the firſt of theſe, namely, ; 
the rule by which we ſhould examine MW 
ourſelves, that is, and can be no other 
than, the laws of God, our ſupreme iſ 
governor and judge, whether made known 
to us by the light of nature, or by ſu- 
pernatural revelation, both which are i 
contained in the books of holy ſcripture, 
and particularly in thoſe of the New} 
Teſtament, wherein the whole of our! 
duty as chriſtians is clearly and plainly 
laid before us, together with the moiſt 
powerful motives to excite us to the per- | 
formance of it. Theſe are the rules of | 
our religion, as we are chriſtians, by 
which we ſhould form the temper of our | 
minds, and order our converſation in the | 
world, and by which we ſhall be judged | 
in the great Si and are therefore the 
only proper rule by which we ſhould ex- 
amine and judge ourſelves now; and this 
is ſo plain a caſe that it need not be far- 
ther inſiſted on. 

We go on therefore to the ſecond 
head, namely, the ſeveral particulars 
concern-| 
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BT :.cornins which we ſhould make 
th inquiry: and theſe may be repre- 
Iated in the following order. 
In the firſt place, let us examine our- 
ves concerning the duties we owe to 
- mighty God our great creator and 
cou preſerver, our ſupreme governor 
ad judge; and let us inquire at our own 
bs whether our temper and beha- 

our towards him has been ſuch as be- 
omes depending creatures endowed with 
national and moral powers, towards their 
Wreatures and ſovereign Lodi 
2d. We ſhould examine ourſelves like- 
Fiſc concerning the duties we owe to one 
Wnother, and to all men, as we are ſo- 
Fial creatures, living in ſociety, mem- 
ers of the great community made up of 
$i] mankind, and ſtanding in various 
Felations to others, and inquire whether 
Pur temper and conduct towards others 
as been ſuch as becomes our ſocial na- 
ure, and might juitly be expected from 
hoſe who are endowed with ſocial and 
riendly affections? 

zd. We ſhould examine ourſelves far- 
her concerning the duties we owe, ev ery 
nc of us to eurſelves, in the due com- 
and and government of our paſſions 
- and 
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and appetites, and the juſt 1 improvemenſ 
of our rational and moral powers, ani 
the noble affections which God hath in| 
planted in our nature; and inquire whe 
ther we have maintained a rule over ouſl 
ſpirits, and a proper diſcipline over ou 4 
minds, and endeavoured to perfect our 
ſelves more and more in all moral excll 
lence? 
4th. We ſhould proceed next to ex| 

amine ourſelves concerning the duties wel 
owe to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as our mel} 
diator and advocate, our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, and, by the appointment of the 
Father, our Lord, our lawgiver and our 
judge, and enquire whether our tempell 
and conduct towards him has been ſuch} 
as becomes the diſciples of ſuch a maſter) 
the ſervants of ſuch a Lord, and the be- 
neficiaries of ſuch a kind and generous 
_ benefactor? | 
FP th. In like manner we ad examine 
ourſelves concerning the duties we oe 
to the holy ſpirit of God, our ſanctifier 
and guide; and inquire whether out 
temper and conduct has been ſuch as be- 
comes the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and thoſe who are aſſiſted and led by him, 
and enjoy his gracious influences? 


6th. We 


5 
TH td 


men 6th. We ſhould examine ourſelves 
an oncerning our obſervance of the inſtru- 
in cnta]l duties of religion, and the chrit- 
when inſtitutions, for theſe are not to be 
r ou: ohted or deſpiſed, nor will they be 
r ou c21cted by a good chriſtian ; we ſhould 
ou. herefore review our conduct with rela- 
xcel ion to our attendance on the duties of 
WS ublic worſhip and inſtruction; our ſanc- 
der hing the Lord's day, ſpending it in a 
s wee 1:2ious manner, and ſuitably to the 
me-Wciizn for which it is ſet apart, our ce- 


By 


brating, as there is occaſion and op- 
F thehortunity, the inſtitutions of Baptiſm 
d ound the Lord's Supper: as alſo whether 
mperWh-c are careful to worſhip God in and 
ſuchhith our families, and likewiſe in ſecret 
aſter Wy ourſelves. 
e be-. 7th. And whereas there are certain ge- 
erouWcral qualifications that ſhould run thro' 
dur religious performances, and all 
he chriſtian and moral virtues, we 
ould diligently look into our own 
ther WMcarts, and inquire whether our obedi- 
r ourWice to the laws of God and the pre- 
is be Mpts of our religion be ſincere and from 
holt he heart? Whether it be uniform and 
him BJ iverfal? Whether it be conſtant, ſteady 
1 n perſevering? Whether it be we: 
« 1 | C 
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[ 50 ] | 
ed with delight and chearfulneſs, wit 
zeal and fervency, with courage ani 
reſolution, and accompanied with wil 
dom and underſtanding, with prudenal 
and diſcretion ? 2 
And laſtly. Whereas there is no mari 
who liveth here, and ſinneth not, andil 
in many things we offend all, and ſonlf 
wiltully, deliberately, and habitually, vi 
ſhould therefore look narrowly into ouf 
own hearts, and examine ſtrictly, whe: 
ther we have truly and fincerely repent 
ed of our wilful tranſgreſſions, and delif 
berate offences ? Whether we have for 
ſaken our wicked ways and unrighteou 
thoughts, and returned unto the Lorlf 
and to the paths of righteouſneſs? Whey 
ther we have ſubdued the vicious habit 
we had contracted, and broken the do 
minion which ſin had formerly over u 
and have now acquired the habits q 
Piety and goodneſs, and univerſal righ 
tcouſneſs: we ſhould inquire farthe 
whether we be daily ſtriving againſt ol 
infirmities, and gaining ground of them 
Are we endeavouring to bring for 
fruits meet for repentance, to correl 
and reform what we may obſerve to N 


amiſs in our temper or conduct; and a 
vi 


1 


1 ET 
e daily going on to perfection, and 
king a conſtant progreſs in holineſs 
ad virtue, and all good works? or, 
ve yt under the power and domi- 
Won of any fin, yet in the gall of bit- 
Wn, and bond of iniquity, delaying 
Wi repentance from time to time, put- 
git off to a more convenient ſeaſon, 
d ſuffering our hearts to be hardened 
rough the deceitfulneſs of fin, or run- 
g the round of ſinning and repenting, 
en ſianing again ? b 

bee are only general heads upon 
lich we may examine ourſelves; par- 
Wis muſt be left to the reader's pri- 
ee thoughts and meditations, eve 

e being beſt acquainted with the 
aucs of his own heart. But if any 
could defire to have an account of the 
cr! duties comprehended under the 
WE : ral heads that have been mentioned, 
Wc {hal refer them to the two cate- 
iſms which we publiſhed ſome years 
Wo; 22d if they read over in the larger 
Wc from page 31 to the end, or the 
ird part of the ſmall one, they will 
d. tis hoped, ſuch materials as may 
it them in a more particular exami- 
lion of themſelves, when they are 
1 diſpoſed 
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[ 52 ] ; 
diſpoſed to enter into ſuch an inquinf 
they may alſo conſult the fourth chapi 
of Mr. Matthew Henry's Communicanl 
Companion, which reaches from par 
50 to 73, of the Dublin edition. 5 

Now as to all theſe heads of exaniff 
nation, whether general or particuluff 
we ſhould examine ourſelves moit inf 
partially, and give conſcience free libe 
ty to judge, and upon that either to a 
cuſe and condemn, or to acquit and a 
ſolve, according as there 1s ground an 
reaſon for the one or the other. 
And when we thus call ourſelves t 
an account, and ſet our fins in ord 
before us, we ſhould at the fame tin 
reflect upon the heinouſneſs of then 
and all the aggravating circumlſtancy 
with which any of them have been a 
tended : as for inſtance, that we han 


ſinned againſt the light and checks g 


our own conſciences, againſt our ſolem 
vows and reſolutions to the contra! 


and notwithſtanding the advantages 
have enjoyed for our improvement! 
ſpiritual and moral perfections, and ti 
great motives which are ſet before us| 
excite us to the practice of virtue a 
encourage us in a courſe of chriſt 

| obediend 
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acnce. But for more particulars of 
1 s kind, the reader may conſult the aſ- 
4 bly < larger catechiſm in anſwer to 
(lion ASE 


3 ard the end 2d deſign of all this 


xanWMW-minaiion of ourſelves ſhould be, that 
cul may humble ourſelves before God 


Wc: 2 {of of our fins, and turn unto 
WW: with all our hearts, that we may 
m whatever is or has been amiſs in 
1d WF rope, and be more exact, more 
1d ach ful and cautions for the time to 
e; and that if upon ſuch examina- 
Ives n we find reaſon to approve our con- 
orde d and temper, if our hearts condemn 
e tin not of wilful and habitual fin, but 
then ere conſcious of our own fincerity, 
franc ocity and uprightneſs before God, 
den un ve may take the comfort of it, 
e ho! rcjoice in the hope that we ſhall be 
>cks evted of him ; then let us thank God 
ſolenſ his gracious aſſiſtance whereby we 
trage enabled to do his will, and ſerve 
iin lincerity and truth, let us hum- 
implore the continuance of his grace, 
encourage ourſelves to go on with 
re us itancy and perſeverance, with joy 
ue 1 delight, in the ways of the Lord, 
Þ = holineſs in his fear, and daily 
3 addin 3 
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cence in our conduct ; temperance al 


worldly enjoyments ; patience under af 


ing an habitual ſenſe of God upon 0 


what manner this inguiry ſhould 


[ 54 ] 
adding to our faith and profeilion of of 
ligion, fortitude and firmneſs of mij 
in the practice of it; knowledge in ff 
grounds and reaſons of it, and pn 


moderation in the uſe of ſenſual 3 


adverſities or afflictions we may me 
with; godlineſs in all its branches, ha 


minds, a ſuperlative love to him ino 
hearts, and an entire and willing ref 
nation of ourſelves to him in all thing 
joined with a ſincere and fervent la 
to our chriſtian brethren, and an ut 
verſal charity and good will to all ma 
that theſe, and all other chriſtian virtu 
being in us and abounding, we may i 
be barren or unfruitiul in the Knox 
ledge of Chriſt, may never fall ay 
from the true religion, or loſe the i 
vour of God, and may in God's 8 
time have a joyful entrance miniſter 
to us abundantly into the everlaiti 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour J 
Chriſt. 

The zd. general head that was p! 
poſed in treating of this duty was, 
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fe: which in a few words ſhould be 
_— us, firſt, with attention and COMPO= 
in e of mind; ſecond, with a previous 
d pi rec to God for his aſſiſtance in the 
cc ae we propoſe to take of our paſt 
al a naduct; third, with the utmoſt impar- 
der u i; and fourthly, as fully and par- 
_ alary as we can. After which ſhould 


1 tow ſuitable confeſſions, prayers, 
Wk {ivings, acts of repentauce, for- 
„ contrition, and reſolutions of a- 
Wc ndment and new obedience; and eſ- 
cially reſtitution and reparation in caſe 
WE injuſtice or injury done to others in 
I The 4th. general head was, to ſhew 
5. at are the proper ſeaſons of ſelf-exa- 


Knör blowing particulars. Firſt, the morn- 


1 av g and evening of every day are very 


the oper ſeaſons for a ſhort review of our- 
S col: 4 few ſer; CI 

en and a few ſerious reflections on 
mJ r temper and behaviour. The uſual 
2 7* 1 I 

” 4 Yet and turn of our thoughts when we 
ar Je awake upon our beds, is a great 
(lication of the prevailing temper of 
as p | 

748 EC f 5 3 
ve hat is good, or at leaſt innocent, it is 


10 f 5 > a f 
= ſign that the mind is good, and the 
"oi 1 
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ination? to which we anſwer in the 


e mind; if the thoughts run upon 
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56 
heart is right; but if the thoughits g 
out after "het is evil, or ſenſual 9 
worldly, it is much to be feared tha 
the mind is evil, and the heart is cor. 
rupted with ſenſual and worldly affec. 
tions: now eit will be our wiſdom to re. 
flect in the morning what has been 
the ſubject of our thoughts and mediti. 
tions in the intervals of ſicep, or before 
we fell into it, or after we awoke ou 


of it, that we may learn to corred 
what was wrong, to give our minds an 
habit of thinking right, and fo maintain 


z diſcipline over our thoughts till they 
get a pious, virtuous and religious turn, 
onal the affections come rol be {et 
upon God and goodneſs, upon rel. 
gion and moral excellence. And again 
at night, when the buſineſs of the day 


is over, it is very proper that we refled 


upon the actions of the day, and exa- 


mine what have we done which we 
ought not to have done? hat have we 
neglected or wilfully omitted, which we 
onght to have done ? what have bee 
our intentions and motives of our ac- 
tions ? and what has been the prevailing 


inclination and tendency of our aftec- 


tions ? hereby we ſhall know every A 
W al 
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[what has been amiſs in our conduct, 
that we may correct it, and reform, and 
be more watchful and circumſpect for 
the future : and what has been right 
and good and commendable, that we 
may rejoice in it, bleſs God for it, and 
endeavour to cultivate and improve it 
more and more, and be daily going on 
to perfection. 155 

2d. Another more proper ſeaſon of 
recollection and ſelf- examination is, be- 
a fore and after our attendance on publi 
au worſhip on the Lord's day, or other 0c- 
1 caſions. Our deſign in going to church 
rns, or ſhould be, to join together in of- 
{MW icing up our prayers, ſupplications, in- 
ell. terceſſions and thankſgivings to the God 
ain of the univerſe, and to receive inſtruc- 
day tions, admonitions, and exhortations, for 
ed the right conduct of life; now in order 
xa. to perform theſe religious duties in an 
ve acceptable manner, and ſo as to profit 
we by them, and be helped forward in the 
wel ay to heaven and happineſs, it is 
een highly requiſite that we go about them 
ac- with due preparation of mind; and to 
ing that end we ſhould reflect beforehand, 
ec-Hend call ourſelves to an account, that we 
day may have our fins in remembrance when 


D Wwe 


duty, and exhorted to the practice of 


E 
we make confeſſion of them to God in 
the general words uſed by the miniſter 
for all to join in, and profeſs our repen- 
tance and reſolutions of amendment; 
and the like with reſpect to our wants, 
for which we would deſire a ſupply, 
and the good things we have received, 
or do enjoy, for which we would give 
thanks; we ſhould inquire likewiſe 
whether we have a charitable and bene- 
volent frame of ſpirit towards all men, 
without which our public interceſſion 
for others are but a lip-ſervice, and mat- 
ter of form; and we ſhould inquire alſo 
whether we go with a teachable and 
unprejudiced mind, with an honeſt and 
good heart, truly willing to be inſtrud- 
ed, admoniſhed, put in mind of our 


— 2 oo «as, frat, Janes v _ 


it, and to a patient continuance in well 
doing; in a word diſpoſed to know the 
will of God, and to do it? and after we 
come from church, we ſhould reflect on 
what we have been about, and inquire 
at ourſelves, what was our behaviour in 
the houſe of God ? did we drop our at- 
tention, and ſuffer our thoughts to rove 
and wander, or ſettle on ſomething quite i 
foreign to the buſineſs in hand? or were 
| „we 
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we grave, ſerious and attentive ? did we 
join with true affection, and a becoming 
fervency 1n the ſeveral parts of worſhip ? 
and did we hear the ſeveral inſtructions 
which were laid before us, and the ex- 
| hortations which were given us, with 
due attention of mind, and with a fin- 
cere reſolution to put in practice what 
we were convinced to be our duty ? 
| theſe and the like reflections before and 
after our attendance on public worſhip, 
ns would ſerve to render thoſe religious 
t- exerciſes the more effectual to the ends 
10 and purpoſes of their inſtitution. 

nd zd. Another fit ſeaſon for ſelf-exami- 
nd nation is before and after receiving the 
&- Lord's Supper, by which however we 
zur do not mean that one ſhould enter into 
of WW a long examination of his whole paſt 
ell MW life every time that he intends to receive 
the the communion, this being unneceſſary, 
we as has been obſerved in the preceding 
on diſcourſe; but we may reflect upon our 
ire ¶ conduct ſince the laſt time we received; 
and did the ancient cuſtom of celebrat- 
ing the communion every Lord's day novs 
obtain, this head would coincide with the 
former ; but as that cuſtom has been 
long out of uſe, and chriſtians have the 
IX 2 Oppor- 
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opportunity of partaking of the Lord' 
Supper, only at certain times, and after 
pretty long intervals, it ſeems very pro- 
per on ſuch occaſions, to look into ou: 
hearts, and review our conduct, and the 
prevailing temper of our minds, fince the 
laſt time we joined in celebrating that 
inſtitution. 

4th. When any affliction or calamity 
is lying upon us, or hanging over us 
and likely to befal us, it is very fit that 
we ſhould examine ourſelves, and in- 
quire what 1s there, or has there been, 
in our temper or conduct that needs to 


be corrected, that we may humble our- 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 


and turn to him that ſmites us, or 
threatens to puniſh us. 
th. When we have received a deli- 
verance from any trouble or affliction 
we laboured under, or have met with 
any uncommon inſtance of the divine 
favour and mercy, it 1s very requiſite 
that we reflect how we behaved under 
our trouble, or the danger we were in, 
how we improved it to the purpoſes of 
religion and the reformation of our mo- 
rals? with what temper of mind we re- 


ceived the deliverance? and what grate 
fu 


1611 
ful impreſſions we have of the divine 
| goodneſs in the- kind interpoſition of his 
rovidence in our behalf? | 

And laſtly, When we obſerve any 
| ſymptoms of our approaching diſſolution, 
and have reaſon to apprehend that the 
| time of our departure out of this world 
is drawing near, then is a very proper 
7 WW ({calon for the duty of ſelf- examination; 
sto delay repentance from time to time, 
at and put off the practice of religion, the 
practice of virtue and well- doing, to the 
n, W cloſe of life, or to truſt to a death-bed 
to forrow, are indeed moſt fatal deluſions ; 
r- WW but though the main tenor of the con- 
d, WF verfation, and the prevailing temper of 
or the mind, has been holy and virtuous, 
and the heart upright and ſincere, yet 
li- fo many flips and failings, defects and 
on imperfections are apt to attend even very 
th good men, that it will be very proper 
ne to call ourſelves to an account when we 
ite ¶ have reaſon to judge that death cannot 
ler be far from us, that while there is yet 
in, ſome little time before us, we may em- 
of WW ploy it in correcting any thing that has 
10- WW been wrong, and taking the comfort of 
re- what has been good and right in our 
te- conduct, and in perfecting ourſelves more 
ful | „ and 


[ 62 } 
and more m all theſe holy and divine 
diſpoſitions which render us like to God, 
and fit for the ſociety of the holv angels, 
and the ſpirits of the juſt who are gone 
before us; fo ſhall we withdraw our 
affections from earthly enjoyments, and 


reconcile our minds to the thoughts of 


death, and that bleſſed ſtate, which is 
prepared for the righteous (into which 
death is the entrance) where we ſhall be 


ever with the Lord, and be perfectly 


holy, and perfectly happy in the enjoy- 
ment of God to all eternity. 

And now after what has been briefly 
ſaid under the four heads which were 
propoſed in treating of this ſubject, we 
need not uſe many words to ſhew the 
uſefulneſs of frequent ſelf-examination, 
and the advantages that may accrue from 
it towards our progreſs in moral perfec- 
tion. We all know, and profeſs to be- 
lieve, that there is a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments, and that in or- 
der to that we ſhall all of us be called 
to an account before the righteous judge 
of the world, who will bring every 
work into judgment with every ſecret 
thing, whether it hath been good, or if 
whether it hath been evil: now ſince 

every 


ed 


ret 


ICT 
ery 


„ 


every one of us muſt give an account of 


| himſelf to God, it is highly reaſonable, 
and it will be our wiſdom and intereſt, 
to call ourſelves often to an account, 
and bring our whole conduct, whether 
open or ſecret, into judgment before the 
| tribunal of our conſcience, and by this 
| means we ſhall know ourſelves and the 


moral ſtate of our minds, and be able 


| to form, at leaft, a probable judgment 
| how we ſtand with reſpect to the favour 


or diſpleaſure of God, our ſupreme go- 


vernor and judge: for if upon ſuch exa- 
| mination in the court of conſcience, 
| our hearts condemn us not, but approve 


of us, as ſincere and upright, then have 


| we confidence towards God, and ground 
of rejoicing in any ſtate of life, a good 
| conſcience being a coſitinual feaſt ; but 
if our hearts condemn us, then, much 
more may we expect that God will 
| condemn us, who 1s greater than our 
hearts, and knoweth all things; but 
| yet there is hope concerning us, for 
| there is room for repentance ; and if, 
| while there is time and opportunity, we 
E confeſs our ſins and forſake them, and 
walk in newneſs of life, if we abſtain 
from evil and do good, and perſevere in 
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„ 
well- doing for the future, God is faith. 
ful and juſt, gracious and merciful t0 
forgive us our ſins, and cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs. 

By a due and frequent ſelf-examina- 
tion we ſhall be diſpoſed alſo to enter. 
tain modeſt and humble thoughts of our. 
ſelves, charitable and favourable thought 
of others, and to forgive the offences of 
our brethren againſt us, and make al- 
lowance for their frailties and weakneſ- 
ſes, as being conſcious in how many in- 
ſtances we ourſelves have offended, and 
need forgiveneſs both from God and 


man. It will be a means likewiſe to 


keep our conſciences tender, and pre- 
ſerve us from hardneſs of heart, and 
boldneſs in finning ; and it would ſerve 
to make us ſenſii*'e of the great patience 
and long-ſuffering of God, who {ti 


bears with us, notwithſtanding the ma- 


ny fins ard Provocations we find our- 


ſelves to be chargeable with, and daily 
liable to; and in one word, it will be 


good means to lead us to repentance and 


amendment of life, and a continual pro- 
greſs in holineſs and virtue; and excite 
us to a due care and ſollicitude to pleaſe iſ 
God, to obey him in all things, and to 

approve i 


LLP 
approve ourſelves in well-doing to his 
| all-ſeeing eye. | | 

| Here follows a few forms of prayer 
for the uſe of thoſe who may need ſuch 
helps. 


FOE TED K * l KK K 2 4. 


oA prayer for a family on the Lord's day 
- morning. 

3 

n- E humbly adore thee, O Lord, 
nd as the creator, preſerver, and 


nd governor of the whole world, and cele- 
to brate the praiſes of thine unerring wit- 
re. dom, thy moſt perfect goodneſs, and 
nd Almighty power, which every where ap- 
ve pear in all the works of thine hands, 
ace and the diſpenſations of thy providence 
till towards all thy creatures: great and 
na- marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
u- almighty, juſt and true are thy ways, 
h O thou king of ſaints; who thall not 
e fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
and name, for thou only art holy: all na- 
ro- tions ſhall come and worſhip: before 
hee; for thy judgments are made ma- 
nifeſt. Thou art great, and greatly to 
to be praiſed, thy greatneſs is unſearchable, 

| 1 5 „ 


f 667” 
and thine underſtanding infinite : all thy 
works do praiſe thee, and it becomes 
thy faints to bleſs thee, for thy works 
xt are manifold, O Lord, in wiſdom thou 
5 haſt made them all, and the earth i; 
it every where full of thy riches : thou 
0 art good, and doeſt good, and art conti- 
nually diſpenſing the bleſſings of thy 
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goodneſs in ſuitable proportions to all 
5 thy creatures. 1 
„ We acknowledge with all reverence 
1 and humility, our entire and conſtant 


— rs - 


dependence on thee, and thankfully re- 
joice in thy government over us, and in 
all the bleflings of thy providence, of 
which we have been daily partaking, 
ever {ince we came into the world ; we 
have taſted and ſeen that thou art good, 
we have had experience of thy good- 
neſs in the land of the living : it is by 
thee we have been brought into the 
world, and hitherto ſupported and up- 
held, and it is to thee we are indehted 
for life and breath, and all things; for 
our rational and moral powers, and al 
the faculties and affections of our na- 
ture, whereby we are capable of be- 
coming like to thee, and riſing to high 
. degrees 
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degrees of perfection and happineſs in 


another ſtate. " 
It is to thy free and undeſerved good- 
neſs we owe all the advantages we en- 


| joy by the goſpel revelation, which is ſo 
| wiſely calculated to promote the true 
| happineſs of man, and carry him for- 


ward to the proper perfection of his na- 


| ture; We rejoice in the light of that ho- 
| ly goſpel, and that we ſee the way to be 
| happy by the doctrine and example of 


thy beloved Son ; we bleſs thee for that 


| moſt gracious covenant which thou haſt 
| eſtabliſhed with us in his blood, where- 
in are given to us great and precious 


promiſes upon the moſt reafonable and 
condeſcending terms, and the moſt ef- 
fectual helps and encouragements to the 


practice of holineſs and virtue, and a 


patient continuance in well-doing ; theſe 


| things we cannot hut eſteem as greater 


bleflings than thouſands of gold and fil- 
ver; they are the joy, ſupport, and ſa- 
tisfaction of our hearts; Lord, let it be 


| unto thy ſervants according to thy word, 


and incline our hearts to do thy will. 
We praife thee alſo for the reſur- 


| rection of our bleſſed Lord from the 


dead, whereby he was declared to be 
WM the 


thy worſhip, and let us not reſt in the 


Herve and cheriſh good affections in our 


[ 68 ] 
the Son of Gcd with power, we rejoice 
in his triumphant aſcenfion on high, and 
exaltation at thy right hand; angels, 
authorities and powers being made ſub- 
ject to him: and we bleſs thee for the 
coming of the holy ghoſt in his miracy- 
lous gifts and powers; for the ſuccek 
and propagation of the goſpel, notwith- 
ſtanding the oppoſition it met with; 
and that in thy good providence it hath 
reached our ears who dwell in theſe re- 
mote parts of the earth; bleſſed be God 
that the ſound of this goſpel is heard 
in our land, and we walk in the light 
of thy countenance ; that we have the 
free exerciſe of our religion, and can af 
ſemble ourſelves together for thy wor- 
ſhip and ſervice, and our inſtruction in 
the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity, 
on this thy holy day, as oft as it returns. 

Diſpoſe our minds, we beſeech thee, 
to a ſerious attendance on the duties d 


means without attaining the end, or in 
an external form of godlineſs, without 
the life and power of it; but let ou! 
prayers and devotions be effectual to pre- 


hearts, and let the truths we ſhall hea 
engage 


69 ] 
engage us to a farther progreſs in all ho- 
lineſs and virtue: and be thou graci- 
ouſly preſent this day in all thy churches, 
let thy blefling and the aids of thy ſpi- 
[rit go along with the preaching of the 
word, and all the miniſtrations of the 
goſpel, and let much good be done every 
where by thoſe means of grace which 
thou haſt appointed, that finners may 
ith MW be converted unto thee, and that ſaints 
re- may be built up more and more in faith 
08 and holineſs. | 

ard Thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to 
ht I grant us a refreſhing reſt to our frail bo- 
the dies, and bring us fafely through the 
al- darkneſs of the night, to behold the light 
or-W of another day; for which we praiſe and 
in bleſs thy holy name; may it pleaſe thee 
ity, to continue the care of thy providence 
s. Nover us throughout this day, and may 
lee we, and all in whom we are concerned, 
obe kept in ſafety under the ſhadow of 
the thy wings: forgive us all our paſt of- 
rin kences upon the terms of thy Son's goſ- 
zout Wpel; and let not our iniquities ſeparate 
our between us and our God; may our 
pre-Nhearts be right in thy ſight, ſincere and 
out pure before thee, and ſtedfaſt in thy co- 
hear venant, and let us be graciouſly accepted 
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[ 70 ] 
in Jeſus Chriſt thy well-beloved, who 
we are, and whom we ſerve, and in 
whom we deſire ever to be found, liy. 
ing and dying. In the comprehenfin 
words which he hath taught us, we 
continue to pray for ourſelves, and for 
all mankind. 


O UR Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done ii 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, thi 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us ou 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that tre: 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from ei. 
For thine is the Kingdom, the Pou- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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A prayer for a family on the Lord's dy 
evening. 


OST gracious God, and mercr 
ful father in Chriſt Jeſus ou 
Lord, we draw near to thee this even 
ing of thy holy. day, to renew ov 
praile 1 


volt 
in 
liy- 
{ive 

we 


for 


ven. 
Th 
2 10 
this 
Our 
rel. 
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da 
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braiſes and thankful acknowledgments 


o thy divine majeſty, for thy great 
„oodneſs to us, and to all the children 


E men, on whom thou haſt beſtowed 


nnumerable favours and bleſſings, out 
of thy free bounty and loving-kindneſs: 
ve are thine and not our own, thou haſt 
nade us, and not we ourſelves, we are 
thy people and the ſheep of thy paſture, 
we have been the objects of thy fatherly 


are and kind providence ever ſince we 


kame into the world: and we acknow- 


edge with all gratitude and humility, 
that goodneſs and mercy have followed 
is through the whole courſe of our lives 
paſt, even to this day, and that from 
hy bountiful hand we have received 


bnany bleſſings and benefits which are 
exceeding great and valuable, of the leaſt 
fot which, we confeſs, we are altoge- 
ther unworthy : forgive us, we beſeech 
thee, all the ungrateful and unworth 

returns we have made to thee for all thy 
goodneſs, and may thy patience and for- 


bearance lead us to a ſincere repentance, 


jand engage our hearts to the love of 


thee our God above all things, and to 
the conſtant practice of righteouſneſs and 
virtue all the days of our lives. 


We 


poſe of public religious worſhip and in, 


thren, to worſhip thee the great creaty 


„ 
We bleſs thee that we can celebrat 
this day which is ſet apart for the pur 


ſtruction, as oft as it returns, and tha 
we have been permitted to aſſemble our. 
ſelves together with our chriſtian bre. 


and governor of the world, in the nany 
of our common redeemer Jeſus Chi 
thy Son, and to receive ſome inſtruction 
and exhortations from thy holy word 
for our improvement in all holineſs an 
virtue : how amiable are thy tabernacle, 
O Lord of hoſts? we eſteem a day ii 
thy courts, better than a thouſand, and 
would rather be door-keeper in the houk 
of our God than dwell in the tents « 
wickedneſs. 

Give us grace, we beſeech thee; t 
make a proper improvement of what vi 
have been hearing and doing, that vl 
may be daily growing in grace, and i 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, - and bi 
fruitful in all the works of goodness 
and righteouſneſs and truth, to thy g 
ry and praiſe, and the carrying forward 
our own falvation and happineſs. 

Mercifully overlook whatever thy pur 
and holy eyes have ſeen amiſs in our it 

1101008 


2] 
0100s performances, or in any part of 
ur conduct this day, and accept of our 
incere endeavours to ſerve thee, and 
Horify thy name, however weak and 
mperfe&t they have been; and if any 
ood impreſſions have been made upon 
ur minds, may they abide with us, and 
dave a proper influence upon our tem- 
er and conduct: and let us be always 


feed with ſuch a ſerious ſenſe of 


ory being and perfections, of the 
andW1idom and equity of thy adminiſtra- 
cle ion, of the reaſonableneſs and excellen- 
yy of religion, and the certainty of a 


uture ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
s may effectually reſtrain us from every 
hing that is evil, and excite us to ſtudy 
bove all things to approve ourſelves to 
hee by the conſcientious practice of 
very thing that is good and acceptable 
n thy fight, and may render us in ſome 
neaſure like to thee, the ſtandard and 
1ginal of all perfection, and fit for the 
lorious ſociety of the holy angels, and 
he ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. 
Help us, O Lord, againſt our mani- 
old infirmities, and ſecure us againſt the 
ares and temptations to which we are 
xpoſed; let us be daily increaſing in all 


the 
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be filled with that wiſdom which j 


741 
the chriſtian virtues, and abounding j 
every goofi word and work, and let u 


from above, that is pure and peaceahll 
gentle and ealfy to be intreated, full 
mercy and good fruits, without partial 
ty and without hypocriſy. May w 
carefully endeavour to adorn that hf 
religion we profeſs by a truly chriſti 
temper and conduct in all things, ant 
let us (as becomes thine elect, holy an 
beloved) put on bowels of mercie 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, mech 
neſs, long-ſuffering, and forgiving o 
another, as Chriſt forgiveth us; and ll 
us, above all, put on that large and opt 
and charitable frame of ſpirit, which! 
the moſt perfect bond of chriſtian union 
may the peace of God rule in our heart 
and the word of Chriſt dwell in us ric 
ly in all wiſdom, and whatſoever we ai 
whether in word or in deed, let us do ul 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus ; givin 
thanks always, for all things, unto the 
even the Father, by him: let us ha 
no fellowſhip with the unfruitful wor 
of darkneſs, but rather reprove them 
the purity of our manners, and the hc 


lineſs and goodneſs of our lives, — 1 
tha 


ys | 


nt end let us walk circumſpectly, wiſe- 
tand watchfully, redeeming the time, 
1 i Id readily embracing all proper oppor- 

Unities of doing good, and improving 


ir minds in moral and ſpiritual perfec- 
on; that ſo paſſing through this world 
nocently and uſefully, we may in thy 
pod time finiſh our courſe with joy, 
d be admitted to partake-of that glory 
d happineſs which thou haſt prepared 
r the faithful diſciples of thy Son. 

And thou, O God, who art the crea- 
r and preſerver of all men, we would 
umbly offer up our prayers unto thee 
r all forts and conditions of men, that 
may pleaſe thee to continue the care 
thy government over the world which 
jou haſt made, and to diſpenſe the 
eſſings of thy goodneſs to all men in 
| parts of the earth; and particularly 
at it may pleaſe thee in thy good time 
communicate the knowledge of the 
ariſtian religion in its truth and purity 


e world may become the kingdoms of 
ee the one true God, and of thy Son 
ſus Chriſt; and there may be great 
ace and happineſs in all lands by obey - 
Ws the laws of the prince of peace: 
let 


to all nations, that the kingdoms of 
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it, and have a proper influence on ti 


_ providence, guide them with thy hol 


rule in thy fear, as knowing they mul 
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let every thing be happily taken out 
the way that is an hindrance to the fy 
ceſs and propagation of the goſpel, 
the chriſtian churches be purged of e 
ry thing that offends, or tends to bry 
a reproach on the chriſtian name; m 
the truth as it is in Jeſus prevail en 
where, and be embraced in the love. 


hearts and lives of all who entertain a 
profeſs it. 

Be favourable to theſe lands of Brita 
and Ireland, wherein we dwell, and tl 
dominions thereto belonging; contin 
to us, if it be thy will, the enjoymeli 
of our civil and religious liberties, wi 
our public peace and tranquility, al 
our healthful and fruitful ſeaſons; al 
may we ſhew our gratitude for th 
valuable bleſſings by the holineſs 
obedience of. our lives. 

Bleſs our king upon the throne, a 
all the royal family, protect them by ti 


ſpirit, and may they be ſhining exam 
ples of piety and virtue to all ab 
them: direct all who are in author 
under the king, and over us; may til 


97 ] 
ge an account; and grant that we thy 
ple and all the inhabitants of theſe 
ds, may under the ſhadow of civil 
| any, lead peaceable and quiet lives 
1 and honeſty. Give ſuc- 
= Sg :- 1420urs of all who preach 
> golpel Of iny Son in its truth and 
plicity, and may pure and undefiled 
910n, and the power of godlineſs, 
urin and prevail! in all the churches, 
d be viſible in the lives and converſa- 
n of chriſtians. Have mercy upon 


liction, trouble or diſtreſs, whether 
mind, body, or outward circumſtances, 
do them good as their various caſes 
d necetiities require; bleſs our friends 


benefactors; and if we have = 
mies, Father forgive them: be gra 
jus to us of this family, may we all 


ording to the relations we are in; 
ay thoſe who are young remember 
Fir creator in the days of their youth] 


peace among us, and to incompaſs 
with thy favour as with a ſhield. 


And 


ſe who labour under any kind of 


relations; requite the kindneſs of 


dutiful and faithful to one another, 


may it pleaſe thee to continue health 


178 
And now, O Lord, we thank ch 
for the protection of thy providence gy 
us this day, and that by thy good ha 
upon us we are ſafely brought to 
concluſion of it; impute not 
us any of the failings or infirmity 
of the day, and if thou haſt ſeen {i 
cerity in our hearts, accept of us gn 
ciouſly in Jeſus Chriſt; take us and if 
in whom we are concerned, into thili 
care and keeping throughout the nigh 
and bring us in ſafety, if it be thy wil 
to the light and comforts of another dai 
fitted and diſpoſed for the duties ali 
events of it. Theſe our. prayers aW 
ſupplications we humbly preſent to thi 
divine majeſty in the name and as tia 
diſciples of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt ol 
Lord, and in the comprehenſive word 
which he hath taught us, we ſum ui 
all our tequeits both for ourſelves a 
others : | | 


'S hy Father, who art in Heave 
LS Hallowed be thy name; may ti 
Kingdom come; and thy will be done 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, all 
by day, our daily bread, forgive us 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that tl 


4 
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b againſt us. And lead us not into 
tation, but deliver us from evil. 
'r thine is the Kingdom, the Pow- 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
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prayer for a family on any other day 
of the week, and which may ſerve 
either for morning or evening. 


Lord God Almighty, the maker, 
; al preſerver, and governor of the 
; anole world, on whom we, and all 
atures, continually depend, and to 
1s Mom we are fubject and accountable ; 
acknowledge and adore thee as our' 
word, our Lawgiver, ard our Judge, 
mij our moſt merciful Father in Chriſt 

W's thy Son: we come unto thee in his 
me, believing that thou art, and art 
e rewarder of them who diligently 
k thee: we preſent ourſelves before 
e in thankful acknowledgment of thy 


cave 


ay fi 


onenWodneſs to us, and to all thy creatures, 
s, 0 worſhip thy divine majeſty with re- 
15 0rence and godly fear, and by prayer 
it td fupplication with thankſgiving to 


offer 
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offer up our requeſts unto thee, who vi 
the hearer of prayer, able and will 
to help us. | 
We are all of us thy creatures, whay 
thou haſt formed after thine own imap 
and made capable of knowing thee fru 
whom we come, and the relations vil 
ſtand in to thee as our moral] governg 
and judge, and to the reſt of mankin 
as members with us of the ſame con 
munity, and fellow ſubjects of thy m 
ral kingdom, and capable of knowing 
the ſeveral duties which ariſe out of 
theſe relations; we bleſs and praiſe the 
O Lord, for this honourable rank tho 
haſt given us in the order of thy cri 
tion; thou haſt taught us more th; 
the beaſt of the field, and made us wik 
than the fowls of heaven, thou haſt pal 
a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration of 
the Almighty hath given him und 
ſtanding. O!] that we may live ſuitai 
to this dignity of our nature, and as by 
comes moral agents created in the ima; 
of God, formed for religion and vi 
endowed with ſocial as well as pr 
affections, and made to be happy in t 
exerciſe of them. | 
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It becomes us hkewiſe to bleſs thee 
ad celebrate thy praiſes for the farther 
dvantages we enjoy by the goſpel of 
hy Son Jeſus Chriſt, whereby immor- 
il life and happineſs is ſet in a clear 
icht than ever it was before, the ſtin 

f death is removed, and the kingdom 
f heaven is opened to all who truly be- 
eve, and ſincerely obey, his goſpel: 
leſſed be that good providence which 
ath ordered our lot, and determined the 
ounds of our habitation in a land of 
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\t Neht and viſion, and that from our ear- 
en bears we have been trained up in the 
a owledge of thee, the only true God, 


nd of him whom thou haſt ſent to be 
vr Saviour, even Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 
* hom to knov- is life eternal. | 
tm We confeſs, O Lord, we are poor 
on M214! creatures, who have in many in- 
mdelnces departed from thy command- 
ita dents, and wandered in crooked paths, 
ac UH honouring to our holy religion, and 
imalnding to provoke thy juſt wrath 
vit diſpleaſure againſt us; we have 
pin ne thoſe things which we ought 
in tit to have done, and we have neglect- 
P. or careleſly performed, the things 
hich we ought to have done, and have 
t made that progreſs in holineſs and 
= virtue 


ca 


[ 82 ] 
virtse which might reaſonably have hee, 
expected from us, who have enjoyed ſuch 
advantages and means of improvement 
in moral and ſpiritual perfection; if thay 
Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark why 
we have done amiſs, there is not one il 
us could ſtand before thee, and we hav 
no other hope or confidence but in th 
mercy and goodneſs, which thou hak 
declared unto mankind in Chriſt Jeſu 
thy Son: by him thou haſt invited ani 
encouraged ſinners to repentance, ani 
upon his blood thou haſt eſtabliſhel 
with us a moſt gracious covenant of par- 
don and acceptance upon the moſt mer- 
ciful and condeſcending terms ; which 
our conſciences cannot but approve of ai 
worthy of thee to require, and fit fel 
us to comply with; incline our hearts 
we beſeech thee, to a fincere compliance 
with them, that we may truly repent 
our ſins and forſake them, and denying 
all ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, may 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, 1 
this preſent world. | 

We know and believe that Jeſus Chili 

is a teacher ſent of thee, and that 0 
man ever ſpake as he did, or taught th 
true religion in that perfection that i | 
has done, or led ſuch a pure, __ 1 | 
| | Ulle 


[ 33 ] 

cen uſeful life, as he did; grant them, O. 
uh Lord, we beſeech thee, that we may 
zen obey from the heart the doctrine he 
101 hath taught us, that we may carefully 
rhe (MW imitate the example he hath left us, and 
e cultivate in ourſelves the ſame mind, 
au the fame temper and ſpirit that was in 
ha And that our lives may be an orna- 
eſulf ment to our- chriſtian profeſſion, and 
an anſwer the great and good deſign pro- 
ani poſed by the goſpel, grant that whatſo- 
ſhedMWcver things are true and ſincere, what- 
ſoever things are comely and venerable, 
whatſoever things are juſt and equitable, 
whatſoever things are pure and chaſte, 
whatſoever things are lovely and reputa- 
ble, whatſoever things are really virtuous 
and praiſe-worthy, we may think of 
theſe things, and hold them in high 
ſteem, and zealouſly ſtudy to practiſe 
them: and may the very God of peace 
ſanctify us holy, and we pray God that 
pur whole ſpirit and ſoul and body, may 
be preſerved blameleſs unto the comin 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

| We thine unworthy ſervants would 
Ikewiſe humbly intercede with thee, 
the tender parent of the univerſe, in 
Pebalf of all mankind, whereſocver they 
= 2 Eo 
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841 
dwell on the face of the earth, knowing 
that it is good and acceptable in thy 
fight, that we ſhould expreſs before thee 
our love and good will to all men, and 
our deſire of their happineſs : we com- 
mend them all unto thee, and- to the 
care of thy providence ; contiuue to dy 
them good, giving rain from heaven-and 
ful ſeaſons, filling their hearts with food 
and gladneſs; eſpecially we pray that 
the goſpel of our great Redeemer ma 
have free courſe, and be glorified thro 
the whole world, and that all the inha- 
bitants of the earth may come to the 
knowledge of the true religion, and he 
guided to the way of peace and happi- 
neſs, and walk in it: reform whatever 
is amiſs in the chriſtian churches, either 
in dodrine, worſhip, diſcipline, or mo- 
ral conduct; purge them from the cor- 
ruptions and abuſes that have been in- 
troduced into them, and let the ſtate 
of religion which was eſtabliſhed n 
thy witdom by Jeſus Chriſt, be reſtored 
to its original purity and fimplicity, that 
the power and efficacy of it may 10 
longer be weakened and loft through tht 
grots mixtures of 1dolatry, ſuperſtition | 
or enthuſiaſm, or the 8 r | 

| Gol 


Re] 
God rendered of no effect by the tradi- 
tions and ordinances of men. | 
| Be favourable to theſe lands of our 
nd nativity, preſerve peace within our bor- 
m. dors, abundantly bleſs our proviſions, let 
he our poor be ſatisfied with bread, and 
do Wl may we all rejoice in thy goodneſs with 
nd WE thankful hearts; continue among us the 
od light of thy glorious goſpel, with all 
hat our valuable privileges and liberties both 
Nay Wi civil and religious: bleſs thoſe who are 
10 i in authority over us in civil affairs, guide 
them in their adminiſtration, and may 
they rule in thy fear, and be thy mi- 


bei niſters to us for good: extend thy pity 
pi-WF and compathon to thoſe who labour un- 


der any kind of affliction, and make all 
things work together for their good ; 
awaken ſecure and careleſs ſinners, that 
they may think on their ways, and turn 
[themſelves unto thee and to the practice 
of righteouſneſs, before it be too late; 
raiſe up them that are fallen, ſtrengthen 


oreli them that are weak; comfort thoſe who 

that are melancholy, reſtore to the exerciſe | 
_ of reaſon ſuch as are in any meaſure h 
i the | 


| deprived of it; and do good anto all as l 
their various caſes and neceſſities may |! 


require. 
ST 0 


— immmer 


the watchful care of thy | 
providence over us thro” 

the darkneſs of the night, 
| og hens upon us, we ate 


— 


ſenſe of thy preſence and 
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make all things, whe- 


our good. 


1 


For the morning. 


N D now we bleſs 
thee, O Lord, for 


and that after a refreſh- 
ing reſt we are brought 
in ſafety to fee the light, 
and enjoy the comforts 
of another day; conti- 
nue thy protection over 
us throug hout the en- 
ſuing day, defend us 
from the dangers to 
which we may be ex- 
poſed, ſecure us againſt 
the ſnares and tempta- 
tions of an evil world, 
keep us in thy fear con- 
tinually, and may we 
live under an baba 


providence ; direct us in 
all our ways, perfect 
what concerns us, and 


ther proſperous or ad- 
verſe, work together for 


3s. 


duct, and accept of our fit 
and to approve ourſelves b 


are concerned, to thy cop 


ſwer the wiſe purpoſes gf 


minds for higher and noble 


F 
* 


n 
For the evening. 


8 N D now we thank 

thee, O Lord, for the 
kind protection of thy pr. 
vidence over us through th 
paſt day, and that by th 


afe ly brought to the concly. 
ſion of it; graciouſly ovet 
look whatever thou haſt ſe 
amiſs in any part of our con. 


cere, though weak endes 
yours to ſerve thee, in the 
duties of piety and virtit, 


thee in well-doing : wm 
would humbly commit our 
ſelves, and all in whom ne 


tinued protection, and car 
irough the enſuitig night 
praying thitafter athwderat 
and refreſhing ſleep, we m 
awake the following mom. 
ing with renewed health ant 
vigour, to purſue the wort 
and buſineſs of the ſeren 
Nations in which thou hik 
placed us, that we may al 
our creation, by doing goo 
while we ſojourn in the 
bodies, and by preparing i! 


employments hereafter ul 


future and better ſtate. 


Mercifu 


1g out 
1oble! 
r uid 


ify 


[ 87 ] 
Mercifully pardon all our paſt offences, 


I upon the terms of thy Son's goſpel, and 
jet not our ſins ſeparate between us and 
our God, or provoke thee to reject our 
prayers and ſervices; help us againſt 
Jour infirmities, and eſpecially the fins 
that moſt eaſily beſet us; and let us be 


daily attaining to farther and higher de- 
grees of all holineſs and virtue, and ad- 
vancing towards the true perfection and 
happineſs of our nature, till it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to call us up to the full and 
and compleat enjoyment of it in that 


ſtate which thou haſt prepared for the 


righteous ;. into which we beſeech thee 
to bring us, and all thy faithful ſervants, 


in thy good time, for thy mercies ſake 
in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed and only me- 
diator, in whoſe comprehenſive words 
we ſum up all our requeſts both for 
ourſelves and others. | : | 


O UR Father, who art in 1 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 


Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 


earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 


day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 


treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 


E 4 tempta- 


{88 ] 
temptation, but deliver us from «jj 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Poy. 
er, and the Glory, for ever and eye 
Amen. 


oF EFEREEEEERE, . S. S. V. W. G. 8. W. U. 0 | 


A prayer for the uſe of a family on 


Saturday evening. 


OST glorious and ever bleſſed 

God, thou art the former of al 

things, the Lord of Hoſts is thy name, 
who art wonderful in counſel, and ex. 
cellent in working; thou art the ſta 
and ſupport of the whole creation, and 
a ſtrong tower of defence to all .thok 
who put their truſt in thee, and keey 
thy ways : thou art our life and the 
length of our days, our times are in 
thy hand ; our dependance 1s entirely on 
thee, and we are in all things ſubject 
to thy diſpoſal; bleſſed be thou who 
humbleſt thyſelf to take a care of thy 
creatures; it is our happineſs, and we 
rejoice in it, that thou art the ruler 0 
the world, and that we are under the 
government of the moſt perfect wiſdon 
and goodneſs in conjunction with inf: 
nit 


[ 89 ] 


vi ite power; we would truſt in thee at 
W. en times, and pour forth our hearts be- 
ver core thee, we would rejoice in the Lord, 
and joy in the God of our falvation. 
We thank thee for thy goodneſs and 
SUM boeing-kindneſs to us and to all the 
children of men ; we blefs thee for our 
on creation and preſervation, and all the 
comforts and conveniencies of this life, 
which through thy good providence we 
ſſel cov; but above all we bleſs thee for 
all this ineſtimable love in the redemption 
me, of the world by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
ex- our Lord, for the means of grace, and 


ſtaj tlic hope of glory, and all the privileges 


andi and advantages we enjoy by the chriſtian 
ok WM rcvelation. e 
* We acknowledge, O Lord, with 
the 


ſname and confuſion of face, that we 


- 1 have not rendered unto thee according 
ou to the benefits which thou haſt beftow- 
jec ed upon us, nor made that improvement 
who [oi our goſpel privileges that we might 


and ought to have done; we have finned 


by againſt thee, and broken thy holy and 
| ; {righteous laws, times and ways without 
2 number, and if thou, Lord, fhould 
ug vark our iniquities, we could not any 


cus ſtand before thee; but in an hum- 
1 = £ ble 


in our ſeveral places and ſtations, and 


1 

ble and penitent ſenſe of our fins, w 
draw near to thee in the name of th 
beloved Son, and according to the teny 
of that covenant thou haſt eſtabliſh 
with us on his blood, we earneſtly he. 
ſeech thee to forgive us our ſins, and u 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs; ani 
grant, O Lord, that we may hereafte 
walk in newneſs of life, bringing fort 
the ſuitable fruits of repentance, ani 
ſtudying to abound in holineſs and vi 
tue, and all good works. | 
We thank thee for thy patience wii 
us, and that we are ſtill ſpa. 1, and 
have time and opportunity to- k ou 
our ſalvation : we thank thee for all th 
paſt mercies of our lives, and particu 
larly for thoſe of this paſt week which 
is now about to end; graciouſly parda 
and overlook whatever we may hai 
done or omitted contrary to thy hoy 
laws; and give us grace to employ ti 
approaching week, and all the remain 
ing weeks and days that may be allotted 
to us in this world, to the true ends and 
purpoſes of life, that we may all of uf 


according to our abilities, capacities, an 
opportunities,glority thee our great * | 
and 


[91] 
and governor, do good to men, who are 
made in thine image, and perfect our 
own minds more and more in all moral 
Wexcellence. 

Grant us this night, if it be thy will, 
a quiet refreſhing reſt to our frail bodies, 
and raiſe up the enſuing morning with 
renewed health and ſtrength, and in a 
ſuitable frame and temper of mind for 
the duties and ſervices of the day ; and 
as the morrow is the day of reſt, ſet 
apart for the public exerciſes of religious 
worſhip and inſtruction, let not any of 
us forſake the aſſembling ourſelves toge- 
ther with our chriſtian brethren for that 
wiſe and good end; but let us with joy- 
ul and thankful hearts, and with a true, 


fervent, and religious zeal, repair to thy 
rd hbouſe of prayer, to celebrate publicly 
hau with all the chriſtian church, the wor- 


ſhip which is due to thee from all who 
now how great and good, and excel- 
lent thou art; prepare our hearts to 
pray, and thine ear to hear, and let our 


s anminds be pure and holy, humble and 
ful pdenitent, reſigned and devout, upright 

and and ſincere before thee; filled with love 
„ ae thee, to the bleſſed Jefus and to all 


men, and with the fruits of the ſpirit 
in 


Eg DV. 
2 
—— —¼⸗ 4 — 


Chriſt: 


+ © Tm 
in all righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, ant 
truth, that we may be meet temples fu 
the holy ghoſt to dwell in, and fits 
to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices that my 
be acceptable to thee by our Lord Je 


Grant, O Lord, that on this thy ho. 
ly day that is approaching, we may nit 
only abſtain from worldly buſineſs, but 
may ſanctity it by the exerciſes of pie. 
ty, by prayers and ſupplications with 
thankigiving, by hearing and reading 
thy holy word, ſerious meditation upon 
it, by ſelf- examination, and by the 
works of charity and mercy: and mayit 
pleaſe thee to give grace to the miniſter 
of thy goſpel, the paſtors and teacher 
of thy. churches, that they may dif- 
charge the duties of their office wit 
care and fidelity, and do thou accompa- 
ny their labours with thy bleſſing, which 
alone giveth ſucceſs; and may our live 
in this world be a conſtant preparation 
for that eternal reſt which remaineth foi 
thy faithful people in heaven above, when 
we ſhall be ever with the Lord, behold- 
ing his glory, and partaking of + ) 

| (if 


* In this paragraph there are a few ſentences take! 
from a prayer of Mr. Oftervald in the Liturgy which k 
compoſed for the church of Neufchatel, with variation 


in} 

And now, O our God and: heavenly Fa- 
ter, we humbly pray that thy name be 
hallowed and glorified through the whole 
World, that thy kingdom may come, and 
thy goſpel be propagated unto all nations; 
land that thy bleſſed and holy will may 
be done, and thy wiſe and righteous 
laws obſerved and obeyed, every where, 
bu by men here upon the earth, even as by 
pie. the celeſtial inhabitants in heaven; give 
vitiWus day by day our daily bread, and ſuch 
ling ja portion of the neceſſaries and eonve- 
pon niencies of life, ſuch a meaſnre of 
the health, and other temporal mercies, as 
ay u in thy wiſdom thou knoweſt to be beſt 
ſten and moſt expedient for us; and let us 


henenjoy thy blefling with all, which alone 


di maketh rich: forgive us all our fins, 
vithW our treſpaſſes and offences againſt thy 
* holy laws, for thy mercies in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ich 


even as we do ſincerely and from the 
heart forgive all thoſe who treſpaſs and 
offend againſt us: and lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from evil; be 
ben pleaſed in the courſe of thy providence 
old. either to keep us from being tempted to 
tin, or ſupport and deliver us when we 
Au :rc tempted ; and let us be happily de- 
taken 


Ilixered from every evil way and work, 
and 


$63 
and preterved to thy heavenly kingdon, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and 9) 
the conduct of the holy ſpirit of grace 
for thine is the Kingdom which we pry 
may come; thine is the power wherely 
thou art able to anſwer our requeſi, 
and do for us exceeding abundantly 
bove what we can aſk or think; an 
thine is, and ever will be, the glory af 
thy amiable perfections, and of thy wiſ 
and righteous adminiſtration, from angel 
and men, thro' everlaſting ages. Amen, 
Amen. | 


SE nen 


A prayer for a perſon in private on the 
Lord's day morning. 


REAT and glorious Lord God, 

J the creator of heaven and earth, 
and of all things that are therein : the 
wiſe and righteous governor of thei 
world, and the impartial and merciful 
Judge of angels and men; I draw neal 
to thee in the name of thy beloved Son, 
to offer up my morning facrifice, in 
thankful acknowledgment of thy great 


goodneſs to me, and all thy Creature 
and 


[ 95 ] 
and in an humble ſenſe of my depend- 
wnce upon thee, and my ſubjection to 


ace ny government, in which I have reaſon 
ph ost heartily to rejoice. 

rev Unto thee is juſtly due from me, and 
els rom cvery intelligent and moral crea- 
Y ire, the moſt humble tribute of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, adoration and obedi- 
y UW-nce, for thou haſt created all things, 
witWnd from thy goodneſs it is that they 
gere, and were created; and worthy is 
nene Lamb that was flain to receive 


power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
trength, and honour and glory, and 
bletſing, for he hath redeemed us from 
ur fins with his moſt precious blood, 
ind made us kings and prieſts unto thee 
Eren the Father; bleſſing and honour, 
nd glory, and power, be unto thee who 
itteſt on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 
I praiſe thee, O my God, I acknow- 
Ledge thee to be the Lord; the whole 
reation doth glorify thee, the Father 
Everlaſting ; all thy works do praiſe thee, 
End it becomes thy faints to bleſs thee ; 
For thy works are manifold, O Lord, in 
viſdom thou haſt made them all; the 
arth alſo is full of thy riches, and thou 
art 


the 


Near 
don, 
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and it becomes me to worſhip and bo 


agent, capable of knowing and imitat 
ing thee, and of enjoying the commu 


— ———— of 
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[96] 
art daily diſpenſing the bleſſings of h 
goodneſs to all thy creatures. 

F am thine, O Lord, 'and not m 
own, thou haſt made me, and not 
myſelf; I am thy creature and thy fe 
vant, a ſubject of thy moral kingdom 
and a diſciple of thy Son Jeſus Chrif 


down, and knee} before the Lord m 
maker. Bleſſed be thou, O Lord, wh 
haſt formed me after thine own image 
who haſt made me a rational and mor: 


nications of thy favour ; as by thee I ha 
been brought into the world, ſo by the 
have I been upheld from the womb til 
now, and have been the charge of thy 
providence ever ſince I was born; ant 
I acknowledge with all gratitude, thai 
goodneſs and mercy have followed m 
all my life paſt even to this day, aut 

that from thy bountiful hand I have rf 
ceived bleſſings and advantages that ar 
very great and many, of the leaſt d 
which, I contefs, J am altogether ui 
worthy : I thank thee particularly io 
that meaſure of health I enjoy, and the | 
kind deliverances thou haſt graciou!) 
| Vouc!: 


on] - | 

achfafed me from evils. and dangers 
which I have been expoſed, and fick- 
eſſes with which I have been ſometimes 


Bficted ; 1 bleſs thee that I have food 


1 {Wb eat, and raiment to put on, and a 
don niet and ſafe habitation to dwell in; 
hid I praiſe thee for the exerciſe of my 
bon tional and moral powers, and the uſe 
mf my ſenſes continued with me, and 
wil: all the mercies that are in my lot, 
nagt hich J acknowledge to be paſt my 
not eckoning. But it becomes me in a 


ore peculiar manner to bleſs thee and 


amn elebrate thy praiſes for thy great good- 
hau ess in ſending thy Son into the world, 
ther the ſalvation and redemption of man- 
b ti ind, who was delivered for our offences, 
F d raiſed again for our juſtification. 

and thank thee, O my heavenly Father, 


dr that moſt gracious covenant thou 
aſt eſtabliſhed with us in his blood, 
herein the pardon of our fins, and our 
ceptance with thee to eternal life are 


e re 

t an gromiſed upon the reaſonable and con- 

ſt -(cending terms of ſubmitting to him 

un faith and repentance, and a ſincere 
bedierice for the future; and the aſſiſt- 


ce of thy holy ſpirit is offered to all 
bo aſſ it from thee, to fortify us againſt 
"whe 


[ 98 ] 
the temptations to which we are «i 
poſed, and enable us to do thy will vii 
delight and chearfulneſs. and to per 
vere in a courſe of virtue and holy cl 
dience to the end of our lives; I tha 
thee for theſe great and precious pr 
miles ſealed to us with the blood of th 
Son, and farther confirmed by his ref 
rection from the dead, and the gifts ff 
the holy ghoſt, and for all the oth 
privileges and advantages I enjoy by tiff 
goſpel revelation ; may I ſtudy to mal 
a proper improvement of them by a ca 
tinual progreſs in holineſs, nl in 
ſpiritual and moral perfection. 
I thank thee particularly for the n 
and refreſhment of this laſt night, a 
that by thy good providence Iam brougi 
in ſafety to the beginning of this da 
let my mind be duly diſpoſed for ti 
duties and ſervices of it, that I may a 
tend on them with ſeriouſneſs and ren 
rence ; forgive me all my paſt offend 
upon the terms of the goſpel, and i 
there be no cloud of guilt to ſepara 
between me and my God, nor any pl 
vailing iniquity or corruption in my ha 
to hinder the acceptance of my rely 


ſervices; and when I ſhall be afſembi 
W 


[99] 


re oi my chriſtian brethren to celebrate 


I wi y worſhip, and hear the inſtructions 
peri thy word, be thou graciouſly preſent 
. Ich us, and may thy good ſpirit help 
tha l 


r infirmities, and aſſiſt us in our de- 
tions. f 15 


I Preſerve me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


reſubm a careleſs, wandering, and inatten- 
its e mind; let not the cares of this 
otiorld, or the love of riches, or the plea- 
by Mires of life, or the luſts of other things 
mal 


tering into my heart, diſtract my 
oughts, and diſturb my devotion, or 
oak the word, and. hinder my profit- 
g; but help me to compoſe my 


e Woughts, and fix my attention, that 
t‚ Mich a pure and upright heart, and a 
”Y rious attentive mind I may hear the 
s da 


ſtructions of wiſdom, and offer up m 

ayers and ſupplications with thankſ- 
vings unto thee who art the hearer of 
rayer, to whom all fleſh ſhould come. 
Theſe things I humbly requett of thee, 
Lord, for thy goodneſs fake in Jeſus 
hriſt the Son of thy love, who was 
rad, and is alive, and lives for ever- 
ore, in whoſe comprehenſive words I. 
Icther call upon thee, 
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is in heaven; give me this day, my 


vileges and advantages I enjoy as I 


{-a00:] 
O My Father who art in heaven, 1M. 
lowed be thy name, thy kinga 
come, thy will be done in earth, x 


ly bread, forgive me my treſpaſſes, | 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt me, i 
lead me not into temptation, but deli 
me from evil, for thine is the kingdy 
and the power, and the glory, for e 


and ever. Amen. 


 SDDDSSSSSSSSSSSSHSOSBLY 
A prayer for a perſon in private on 
evening of the Lord's day. 


1 Adore thee, O Lord, as the aui 
1 of my being, the preſerver of l 
life, and the fountain of all the mere 
I enjoy, to whoſe goodneſs I am ind 
ed for all that Il am and have, and ui 
whom are founded all my future ho 
and expectations both for time and et 
nity : I thank thee for the valuable pi 


a rational and moral agent, and a diſc 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and I besen 
thee to enable me by thy grace to fol 
the temper of my mind, and order i 
| | Col 


1 


„of my converſation in this world, 


ng comes the dignity of my rational 
„moral nature, and my holy chriſ- 
ny profeſſion, and as becomes one 
s, Wo entertains the bleſſed hope of eter- 
ae like. * 5 
dei humbly and thankfully adore that 
gd providence that hath ordered my 


or ei and determined the bounds of my 
| Witation in a land of light, knowledge, 
liberty; that from my early years I 
e been inſtructed in the principles of 
religion, and the rules of piety and 
ue, and have the moſt powerful mo- 
s to obedience ſet before me, and 
greateſt helps and encouragements 
en me to lead me to the practice of 
neſs here, and the enjoyment of the 


2SY 


ON f 


auth 


of 


neraWieſt happineſs my nature is capable 
nder hereafter ; and particularly I thank 
d ue for the opportunities I enjoy of aſ- 
 hoWbling with my chriſtian brethren for 
d ctWlic worſhip and inſtruction on the 
le i that is ſet apart for that purpoſe as 
Iss it returns. 

liſci 


thank thee that J have been permit- 
this day to attend upon the public 
ututions of religion, and to join with 
chriſtian brethren in calling upon 


thy 


zelect 
0 fol 
ler tl 

COU 


[202 ] 


thy holy name, in ſhewing forth 
moſt worthy praiſe, in giving thank 
the great bleſſings and benefits we hy 
received from thy bountiful hand, MW 
aſking from thee thoſe things that M 
neceſſary and requiſite as well for ii 
body as the ſoul, in offering up my 
terceſſions for all men, and in heal 
the inſtructions of thy holy word; f 
low with thy bleſſing, I beſeech thi 
the work and ſervice I have been «lf 
ployed in; may the prayers and ſupp 
_ cations, interceſſions and thankſgwf 
which have been preſented to thee i 
day in the name of our great and wii 
thy mediator the Lord Jeſus Chil 
come up as a memorial before thee, 4 
obtain a favourable acceptance and 
anſwer of peace; may the inſtru 
and exhortations which I have bf 
hearing from thy word be carried ha 
to my conſcience, and fink into ll 
heart, and if any good impreſſions ha 
been made upon my mind, may ti 
abide with me, and have a proper cl 
upon my temper and conduct: para 
the coldneſs and imperfection of my 
votions, and whatever has been ami 
my performance of religious duties, 4 


if thou haſt ſeen fincerity in my " 


FR] - 
me be graciouſly accepted in Jeſus 
iſt, | 
As a member of the great communi- 
Jof mankind in general, and of the 
urch of Chriſt in particular, I would 


th | 


nks 


for {Wmbly renew my addreſſes unto thee 
my i God and Father of all, on behalf of 
nei men dwelling on the face of the 
i; ch, that it may pleaſe thee to conti- 
the the care of thy providence over them, 
en e to diſpenſe the bleſſings of thy good- 
ſup to them, giving rain from heaven, 
ond fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts 
ce th food and gladneſs: but eſpecially I 
d willy that thou wouldeſt make thy ways 
ChiWown upon the earth, and thy ſaving 


alth among all nations; let Jews and 
ntiles be brought to the obedience of 
faith, let pure and uncorrupted chriſ- 


: bWnity obtain over the whole world, and 
| hodWeat peace and happineſs be in all lands, 
to ll obeying the laws of the prince of 
is hace Jeſus Chriſt: and may all who 


ffeſs and call themſelves chriſtians, 


para live ſuitably to their holy profeſſion, 
ny eavouring to abound in every good 
mibWrd and work, whereby they may glo- 
s, God, do good to men, and perfect 
hengemſelves more and more in all holineſs 


| L virtue, 1 
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part from all iniquity and idolatry, 


[ 104 ] 
I would likewiſe humbly pray for if 
welfare and proſperity of theſe land 5 
Britain and Ireland, and the dominion 
thereto belonging, that it may pleaſe tid 
to continue to us the enjoyment of # 
our valuable privileges and liberties hy 
civil and religious, together with 
blic peace and tranquility, and e 
healthful and fruitful ſeaſons ; pard 
the many ſins which abound too mi 
among us, and may thy patience and foi 
bearances, and the many deliverang 
which in time paſt thou haſt worked 
us, lead us all to a true and unfeign 
repentance, that iniquity may not be 0 
ruin, or deprive us of the continuan 
— of thy favour and protection. 
May it pleaſe thee to bleſs: our Kit 
upon the throne, and all the branch 
of the royal family, with all our inter 
rulers and magiſtrates, and all ordersa 
degrees of perſons amongſt us; and mil 
all and every one, in their ſeveral plac 
and ſtations, ſtudy to promote the hi 
nour and intereſt of true religion, all 
the peace and happineſs of theſe land 
that under the ſhadow of civil author 
ve may lead quiet and peaceable lives 
all godlineſs and honeſty. 
"May it pleaſe thee to bleſs the labo 


[ 105 ] — 
thoſe who preach the goſpel of thy 
n in its truth and ſimplicity, and may 
e good effects thereof be viſible in the 
Jes and converſations of chriſtians: let. 
mers be converted from the error of 
cir ways, and brought into the paths 


ort 
nds( 
Unia 
ſe thy 
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8 by 
ho 
d 0 
Dardd 
mu 
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be 0 


Quan 


ho are already in a ſtate of holineſs and 


rievere and abound therein. 

I would humbly commend to thy fa- 
Þ&crly mercies and tender compaſſions, 
| ſuch as labour under any kind of 
ouble or diſtreſs, may their afffictions 
dound to their profit, and may they be 
ported under them, and in thy good 
ne happily delivered out of them; 
rticularly I beſeech thee to pity thoſe 
ho ſuffer for righteouſneſs fake, and 
e perſecuted on account of religion, and 
mnicience towards God: Lord propor- 


r Kin 
anch 
nferi 
ers: 


1d en their ſtren gth to their trials, and 
plagt thy grace be ſufficient for them; and 
ze chat ſeaſon which thou knoweſt to be 
n, WE: and fitteſt, put an end to all oppreſ- 
land on and perſecution for conſcience fake, 
= at there may be no hurting nor deſtroy- 
Ives! ' 


g in all thy holy mountain. 

May the bleſſing reſt upon this family 
which I belong, enrich us all with 
| F {ſpiritual 
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truth and righteouſneſs, and may thoſe 


rue, be encouraged” and perſuaded to 
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ſpiritual bleffings in heavenly things! 
Chriſt Jeſus, and with ſuch a portion 
temporal bleſſings as thou knoweſt toi 
molt expedient for us. 9 

I thank thee that by thy good provif 
dence I am brought to the concluſion 
this day in peace and ſafety, Lord in 
pute not to me wherein I have failed uf 
come ſhort in the performance of nil 
duty, and let me be accepted in the H 
loved, upon the terms of his goſpel, aff 
find favour in thy fight. 

Keep me in the ſhadow of thy win 
through the enſuing night, grant me 
refreſhing reſt to my frail body, a 
raiſe me up in the morning with renen 
ed health and vigour, to return to tl 
buſineſs of the day in thy fear. 

And now, O thou my God and Fatix 
who art in heaven, and from thence bt 
holdeſt all the dwellers upon earth, all 
maketh proviſion forall thy creatures, ma 
thy name be ſanctified and glorified thy 
the whole world. May thy Kingda 
come, and the goſpel of the great k 
deemer be publiſhed among all natu 
and may thy holy will be done in ear 
as it is in heaven, and the eternal la 
of godlineſs, righteouſneſs, charity, "ſl 
purity, be obeyed here below with tl 

| fincer'f 


[ 107 ] 

acerity, delight and conſtancy, as they 
e obſerved by the holy angels above; 
e me day by day my _ bread ; give 
e neither poverty nor riches, but feed 
Ne with food convenient for me, and 
wing food and raiment, may I learn 
xerewith to be content. Forgive me 


ed an | my offences againſt thee, and my 
of m anſgreſſions of thy holy laws, upon the 
ac ms of the goſpel, even as I do ſincere- 
u foroive thoſe who treſpaſs and offend 


gainſt me; and let me not fall into fin 
the power of any temptation, but 
liver me from evil both natural and 


es and virtue to the poſſeſſion and en- 
yment of everlaſting life and happi- 
fs through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Sa- 
our and Redeemer, through whom I 
ribe to thee my heavenly Father, the 
nzdom, the power, and the glory, for 


ry * er and ever. Amen. 
t 0 1 . . 
at E Prayer for a perſon in private on any 


ear or evening. 

es gracious and merciful God, 
% e come before thee as a diſciple 
th u thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to worſhip thy 


F 2 divine 


oral, and lead me in the paths of ho- 


other day of the week, morning 
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Fat | | 
divine majeſty with all reverence and, 
mility; I acknowledge my entire if 
conſtant dependence on thee, in wh 
I live and move, and have my being, u 
to whole tatherly care and kind prof 


| i 
dence I am indebted for my daily p 
ſervation, and all the mercies that are if 


my lot. | 
I would reflect with gratitude a 
praiſe on that goodneſs and mercy thi 
has followed me all my lite long event 
now. I would call to my remembrang 
the many inſtances of thy loving kind 
nets, ef thy patience, forhearance, al 
tender compaſſion which I have met witli 
from time to time, and would call up 
ny ſoul, and all that is within me, 
magnify and praiſe thy holy name; ble 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not: 
his benzfits, who forgiveth all thine mi 
quitics, who healeth all thy diſeaſes, wh 
redeemeth thy life from deſtruction, u 
crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs ai 
tender mercics. 
I praiſe and bleſs thee, O Lord, wi 
haſt giving me being and life, who hi 
imparted to me reaſon and underſtand 
ing, and moral diſcernment, whereby 
am capable of knowing and reſembin 
thee the fountain and original of 
peri 
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erection, and of rifing to high degrees 


r happineſs in another ſtate; "thou haſt - 


de us but a little lower than the an gels, 
hou haſt crowned us with glory and he. 
our, thou haſt made us to have e 
ver the work of thy hands, and 


he lower animal world in ſubjective + 6: 


? , 
[ thank thee with all my heart ſor the 
cans of improvement in knowledge 
nd virtue which thou haſt gracioufiy 
forded me, and particularly for the 
reat advantage I enjoy by the goſpel re- 
cation, whereby J am clearly inſtruct- 
d in the true religion and all the parti- 
ulars of my duty, am ſully aſſured of 
nother world after this, and ſee the way 
) be happy in it, by obeying the doc- 
ine and imitating the ex cample of thy 
eloved Son; O let me not receive this 
race in vain, nor diſpiſe or neglect this 
reat ſalvation, but incline my heart to 
mbrace the offers of the goſpel, and 
omply with the wiſe and gracious terms 
acceptance laid down in it, that bein 


conciled unto thee, and devoted to thy | 


rvice and obedience, I may have peace 
my own mind, and good hope of be- 
g happy in thy favcur hereafter. 


Ty. I con- 


1-110 } 

I confeſs I have ſinned againſt the 
and tranſgreſſed thy holy laws in man 
inſtances, I have greatly failed and com 
ſhort in the performance of my duff 
and have not made that progreſs in fi 
ritual and moral perfection that I oueh 
to have done, and which might reaſon 
bly have been expected from one who h 
enjoyed ſuch advantages for improy 
ment. I acknowledge my tranſgreſſion 
O Lord, and my {ins are ever before me 
I take to myſelf ſhame and confuſion 
face, becauſe I have finned againſt the 
God be merciful to me a poor ſinne 
and according to the tenor of that con 
nant which hath been ſealed with ti 
hlood of thy Son, pardon all my paſty 
tences; and enable me by thy grace 
break off my ſins by righteouſneſs, an 
wherein I have offended or done iniqu 
ty, to do ſo no more; but hereafter 
walk in newneſs of life, and, denyil 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live i 
berly, righteouſly, and godlily in this pr 
ſent world. 
Purify my heart, O Lord, from i 
ſinful thoughts, inclinations, and defir 
and from all bad intentions and deſign 
deliver me from a ſenſual and world 
mind, and may I be ſpiritually. and he 


/ yell 


1 
„ 1 


the ſpecial protection and care of ti) 
good providence; bleſs our rulers and g 
vernors in civil affairs, whether ſuprem 
or ſubordinate, and guide them in thei 
adminiſtration, that they may be min 
ſters of God to us for good; continue! 
us the enjoyment of all our ban 

ris 110 


[ A | object of my purſuit, and humbly d 
WIND | pend on thy good providence for the {lll 
1 ply of all my reaſonable wants and nec 
#4 fities, caſting all my cares and burth«lif 
„ on thee, who takeſt care of all thy cral k 
mm | tures, and art able to ſuſtain them. 
"MY But it becomes me, in obedience | 
"nt thy command, and in teſtimony of nl 
Me univerial good-will, to pray for oth 
Th | as well as for myſelf; may it pleaſe the 
„ to continue the care of thy providen 
11 over the whole world, and to beſtow t: 
„ bleſſing of thy goodneſs upon all ma 
1-117 every where; may the glad tidings 
ö jalvation by Jeſus Chriſt be publiſhed un 
to all nations, and be received and {ub 
4! mitted to by all who hear them; m 
1111108 the chriſtian churches flouriſh and aboun 
1 in holineſs and virtue, and all good work 
n and let peace and love, and unity a 
N concord, prevail and reign among them 
1 let Britain and Ireland, and the dom 
1 nions thereto belonging, be always und 
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[11g ] 
gts, privileges and liberties both civ.] 
a religious; and may we improve them 
our growth in true piety and virtue; 
a give us from year to year the k 12d] 
its of the earth in their ſeaſon: I ſym- 
hize with all who are in trouble or 
tres, Lord, heal the fick, ſupport 
e weak, provide for the poor and 
edy, be a ſather to the fatherleſs, plead 
e 3 of the injured and helpleſs wi- 
; be a ſhield to the ſtranger, and a 
fuge tos all who are oppreſſed; ſtrengthen 
minds of thoſe who are under perſe- 
tion for conſcience ſake, and in thy 
od time command deliverances ſor 
km; comfort the melancholy, heal the 
oken hearted and wounded in {pirit, 
tore to the exerciſe of reafon any who 
deprived of it, and do good unto all 
Ir {everal conditions and neceſſities may 
JUTE, : 
And now, O my God, I bleſs thee 
it I am ſtill alive, and have not been 
g before this cut off in the midſt of 
ins, as I have Juitty deſerved; I 
'S thee 6 12t J have the exerciſe of my 
on, and the uſe of my ſenſes conti- 
& to ine, and fo many of the com- 
ts and conveniencies of this h e as 
de to tender my paſtage through it the 
F< | 833 


L 114 ] 
more eaſy and tolerable than otherwiſe 
could be; I thank thee for my he] 
and ſtrength, and food and raiment, th 
I have an habitation to dwell in, and th 
as yet there 1s peace and tranquility} 
the country where I live, ſo that I 
lie down and ariſe, and there 1s none| 
make me afraid, it is thou, O Lord, ay 
who makeſt me to dwell in ſafety, ther 
fore under the ſhadow of thy wings 
will put my truſt. 


For the Morning. For the Evening, 


Thank thee particular- Thank thee particul 

ly for the reſt and re- for the mercies of! 
freſhment of This laſt night, | day paſt, and that by! 
and the return of the morn- | good providence I am{at 
ing light, and I beg thy] brought to the conc]uſia 
continued protectien over it; mercifully overlcok! 
me throughout this day, to] fo: give whereinſcever]h 
which I commit myſclf,| offended or done amis; 
and all who belong to me; be pleaſed to continue! 
defend us from all evils anc | protection over me thiol 
dangers, if it be thy will, following night, granti 
but eſpecially from fin and | quiet and refreſhing rei 
the power of temptation. | my frail body, and eta 
Be pleaſed to bleſs and prof: | raiſed up the enſuing mi 
per me in all my lawful af-|ing, with renewed de 
fairs, efabliſh the work of | and ſtrength to magnih! 
my hands, yea the work of praiſe thy holy name, i 
my hand ellabliſh thou it; return to the duties of 
perfect what concerns me] place and ſtation, 2nd 
and mine, and all thy peo-| buſineſs thou haſt calle 
ple, and make all things | to, in thy fear, and ul 
work together for our fincere deſign to apf 
good. | | myſelf to thee in wel. 


j 


[ 175 ] 
Let my mind be duly diſpoſed for all 
he events that may be before me in the 
curſe of thy providence, and let me be 
ways ready, with an humble, thank- 
ul, and contented mind, to receive evil 
rom thy hand as well as good, if thou 
halt think fit to allot it to me, reſigning 
nyſelf to thy will in all things, and pa- 
ently acquieſcing in the wiſe determina- 
ons of thy providence concerning me, 
ho knoweſt what is beſt and fitteſt for 
very one of us, and haſt a tender regard 
the work of thy hands: but eſpecially 
pray that I may be enabled by thy grace 
keep myſelf always in a due prepara- 
won and diſpoſition of mind for that 
reat event, that awſul and important 
hange, that muſt overtake me by death, 
ad to that end, may I carefully ſtudy to 
ct ſuch a part on the ſtage of this world, 
hat when I ſhall come to be called off 
, I may be able to refle& with ſatisfac- 
on 0 a well-ſpent life, and have be- 
re me the joyful hope of being ap- 
roved in the great day of accounts, and 
imitted to partake of that joy and hap- 
nes that is prepared for the righteous 
the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
nd Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe things, 
Ft what ever thou knoweſt to be need- 
ful 
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ful and expedient for me, or thoſe 
whom J am concerned, I humbly reque 
in the name, and as a diſciple of thy d 
Telus Chriſt, our bleſſed and only med 


ator, ia thoſe comprehenfive words, 


LC 
ſarther pray ſor myſelf and all my bn cri 
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A Morning Prayer for a Child. 

() Lord God Almighty, my make 
preſerver, and kind beneſactof, 
N thee for the reſt and refreſhm 
of this laſt night, and that by thy 900 
providence Lice the light of another dy 
I humbly befecch thee: to continue th 
protection over 157 and to keep me fr 
al! evil, both of fin and danger, th 
day, and all the days of my life, forth 
mercy's ſake in Jeſus Chriſt, in who, 
words I farther pray, Our Father, &. 


FONT & NONE er. zn NE Kt . RENE RENE r * . . b. . KI 


A Evening Prayer fora Child, 


OST gracious and merciful Gd 
| in whom TI live and move, i 
have my being; I thank thee who hi 
Lrought me in Health and ſafety to 
cone 


. 

ncluſion of this day; forgive, I be⸗ 
ech thee, whatever hath bern amiſs in 
jy part of my bchaviour, and grant that 
nay not willfully offend again, but may 
careful to grow every day better, and 
creaſe ih goodneſs and virtue; be pleaſ- 
to keep me through the darkneſs of 
e night, and after a quiet and refreſh- 
9 lep, let me awaken in the mor ning 
9 renewed heaita and vigour to praiſe 
bleſs thy holy name, and apply my- 
to l-arn thy laws; and do thou in- 
Ine my heart to love thee, and keep 
na thy commandments aiways, that it 
ay be well with me both here and 
reafter. Hear me, O Lord, and grant 
cle my requeſts, for thy mercy's Talks 
jelus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lor and Sa- 
dur, in whoſe name and words J far- 


er pray: Our Father, &c. 
rig A fn N &.. & rer fr & 


pra ayer for a young perſon in the Morn- 
ing, taken, with tume ver ations, from 
the Author of the GREAT IMPoRT- 
ANCE of a RELIiGrous LIFE. 


Lord, my heavenhy F: ather, I hum- 

' bly adore thee as the maker, and 
ernor of the world, as the author of 
my 


1 


neſs of the day. 


E118 
my being, the preſerver of my life, ; 
the fountain of all the mercies that [+ 
Joy, I thank thee for the reſt and refre 
ment of the night paſt, and that I ff 
raiſed up in health and ſafety to pra 
thy holy name, and return to the by 


I bleſs thee for the care of thy proy 
dence over me, and the numberteſs | 
{ſtances of thy goodneſs to me, ever find 
I came into the world, and eſpecill 
for the advantages I enjoy by the go 
revelation, whereby I am clearly inſtru 
ted in the knowledge of thee, the ou 
living and true God, and of him wha! 
thou ſent to be our Saviour, even [ec 
Chriſt, thy Son, whom to know at 
obey, is life eternal, and of all that 
neceſſary, to be known and done in d 
der to my acceptance with thee, may 
grateful ſenſe of thy goodneſs fo deep! 
affect my heart, as to engage me eff 
tually to thy love and obedience. 

I acknowledge, O Lord, that I : 
thine, and not my own, thou haſt ma 
me, and not I myſelf; and thou haſt i 
deemed me with the precious blood 
thy Son; I defire to be thine alſo byt 
free conſent of my own mind, 1n a wi 
ing dedication of myſelf to thee, _ 

confi 
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mſtant and faithful endeavour to ap- 
ore myſelf in well-doing to thine all- 
keing eye. | 

| beſezch thee, in thy great mercy, 
forgive me all my paſt offences, upon 
he terms of thy Son's goſpel, and enable 
ne by thy grace to bring forth fruits meet 
or repentance, and to reform my heart 
nd life according to thy holy word. 

Help me to remember thee my crea- 
or in the days of my youth, and to de- 


ofMote my early years to thy fervice and 
iruWbedience, in the practice of godlineſs 
onged righteouſneſs, charity and purity, 


emperance and humility. Help me ever 
keep in mind the uſeful religious prin- 
ples which I have learned, and the 
ous and virtuous inſtruction which J 
ave received, and let me never depart 
rom thoſe good ways in which I have 
een taught and accuſtomed to walk: in- 
line my heart to the love and practice 
f every thing that is right and good, 
ind create in me an hatred and abhor- 
ence of every thing that is evil; may 1 
x modeſt and obliging in my behaviour, 
feſpechful towards my ſuperiors; dutiful 


nd obedient to my parents, affectionate 
wo my brothers and fiſters; innocent and 
1 noffenſive in my whole converſation; 
gue: | 


dil gent 


| ſeaſon of life is incident; and as I defi 


all things work together for my good. 


and inſpection over me, and cf the a 
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diligent and faithful in the diſcharge 
the duties of that condition and ſtate 
life wherein I am, or may be place 
and may I fear, reverence, and love th 
my God above all things, and be alwy 
diſpoſed to do to others, as I would re 
ſonably deſire and expect they ſhould d 
unto me in the like caſe. 

Be thou the guide of my youth, an 
ſecure me againſt the ſnares and tempt: 
tions to which I am expoſed, and fron 
which Iam in danger through want of ex 
perience, and conſideration, to which m 


ever to put my truſt and confidence! 
thee, ſo I pray that thy good providend 
may always take care of me; and may 
learn to be contented with my condition 
reſigned to thy diſpoſal in all events, ant 
thankful to thee, who giveſt me what 
cver I enjoy, and knoweſt how to max 


Take me, I beſcech thee, into th 
protection this day; keep me, if it h 
thy will, in health and ſafety; and ma 
a ſenſe of thy continual preſence with n 


| ; 
count J muit hereafter give to thee, u 
judge of all, effectually engage me 0 U 
govern all my thoughts, and words and 
CC B 8 


3 

\ * a 
ation 
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bons, that I may be, able to reflect up- 
them with ſatisfaction, at the cloſe 
this day. 

Let thy bleſſing be upon every mem- 
rof this ſamily to which I belong; 
es my parents and all my friends and 
tions, and all thy people every where; 
mitethe Kindneſsof my benefactors, and 
reive my enemies, pity all who are in 


1 N ; » » 
* refs, and do them good as their need 
n require 3 I humbly commit myſelf, 
Fele em bound to pray for, to thee 


r God and Governor, in the name of 
ſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour; and 
the words which he hath taught us, I 


ntinue to pray for myſelf, and for all 
inkind, Our Father, &c. 
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hat Evening Prayer for a young perſon, 
11 taken from the ſame Author, with 
ſome variations. | 


Os merciful and gracious God, 
as I began the day with praiſing 
holy name, and imploring thy bleſſ- 
„guidance and protection, ſo I would 
dit with an evening ſacrifice of prayer 
thankſgiving in the name of thy be- 
ed Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

I praiſe 


3 222 | 
I praiſe thee that thou haſt made 
| capable of knowing thee the firſt c 
| and original of all things, and admir 
1 thy high and adorable perfections; 
1 loving thee the fountain of all good 1 
| happineſs; of obeying thee the wile; 
righteous governor of the world; 
of enjoying the communications of t 
favour hereafter in a future and bet 
ſtate; and that thou haſt clearly reyell 
thyſelf to us, and made thy will! 
counſel relating to our ſalvation by |: 
Chriſt, known to us, and encouraged 
to call upon thee in his name, by ma 
promiſes of a gracious acceptance. 
I would humbly offer up my thank 
acknowledgments for the care of thy 
vidence over me ever fince I was broug 
1 into the world, and particularly for 
4 mercies of the paſt day, and that : 
1 brought in health, and peace, and fat 
| to the concluſion of it; bleſſed be th 
4 O God, who haſt preſerved me ir 
.- the many good things which I have! 
1 deſerved, and haſt granted me many! 
9 vantages for my improvement in kn 
ledge and virtue, eſpecially I thankt 
for any thing that thou haſt enabled! 
4 to do, that is good and acceptable * 
14 — "WM 


1 


it, and which I can reflect upon with 
faction. 

0 my God, I humbly bewail my ma- 
trayings and wanderings from the 
hs of piety and virtue, and the many 
ings and imperfections that I am 
argeable with; I earneſtly implore thy 
wcious pardon upon the terms of thy 
1's goſpel; God be merciful to me a 
ner, forgive me my fins, and cleanſe 
from all unrighteouſneſs ; and parti- 
larly I beſeech thee to forgive and mer- 
ully overlook whatever thou haſt ſeen 
is in any part of my conduct this 
ſt day, either in my thoughts, my 
rds, or my actions. 
May a juſt and ſerious ſenſe of my ſins, 
| my great unworthineſs, keep me al- 
ys humble, and work in me a true and 
feigned repentance, conſiſting in a 
rough change of my heart, and re- 
ation of life, according to thy holy 
rd; let the remembrance of my paſt 
ences, and the frailty and weakneſs of 


nature, excite me to greater care and 
-noWtchfulneſs for the time to come, and 
i thou confirm and ſtrengthen me in 
d my good purpoſes and reſolutions, 


it may not follow, or be led, by car- 
and worldly luſts, but may obey thy 
holy 


— : e 3 2 
— * 
ee x 


or to the power of any temptation; y 
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holy will and commandments, and d 
gently walk in the ſame, all the days 
my life. O Lord, what I ſee not, 
graciouſly pleaſed to teach me, and whel 
in I have offended and done iniqui 
grant that I may do ſo no more. 
Leave me not, at any time, to my 


ſerve me from ſuch circumſtance 
would prove a ſnare to me; may thy g 
ſpirit be always preſent with me, toe 
lighten my mind, to ſanctify my aft 
tions, to guid me in all my ways, and; 
ſiſt me in all virtue and well-don 
make me duly ſenſible of my entire; 
conſtant dependence on thee, thatIn 
always commit myſelf to thy care, 
be ever ſatisfied with thy difpoal 
me. 

Teach me ſo to number my days, 
I may apply my heart unto wiſdom, a 
as I grow in years, may I grow in kno 
ledge and goodneſs; help me to live u 
conſtant preparation for my great chan 
exerciſing myſelf to have always a cl 
ſcience void of offence towards God1a 
man, and ſo employing my, time 4 
health, and all my talents, as I f 
wiſh to have done, when I come to 
and whenever thou ſhalt think fit to0 


E 12s | 


my departure hence, may I chearful- 
and willingly anſwer thy call, and 
nkfully exchange this preſent life for 
t mott defirable ſtate of perfection 
| happineſs that will never have an 


zke me, I beſeech thee, into thy 
cious protection this night, Keep me 
ſafety under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
grant me, if it be thy will, ſuch 

Land ſleep as may refreſh my body, 
| difpoſe me for the duties and ſervices 
the enſuing day. | | ; 
[ heartily defire the good of mankind, 
pray for the purity, the peace, and 
agement of the chriſtian church; 
ect and aſſiſt thoſe who are employed 
miniſter in holy things, and particu- 
y him {or thoſe] under whoſe paſtoral 
Jam placed: bleſs our king upon 
throne, and all who are in authority 
der him, and over us, and guide them 
their adminiſtration; relieve and com- 
t thoſe who are in affliction of any 
d, and may their afflictions turn to 
ir good; bleſs my relations and friends, 
ticularly my parents, and brethren, 
L fiſters] reward thoſe who have done 
good, or with me well, and if I have 
enemies, as I do fincerely forgive 
| : | them, 


and all who from pure and upright he: 


A ſhort prayer for a ſervant, which 


ledge thy wiſdom and goodneſs in 
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them, fo I pray they may obtain thy gf 
cious pardon : hear theſe my pray 


O Lord, and graciouily accept of n 


call upon thee, in the name of | 
Chriſt, our Lord, our Saviour, and d 
judge, who hath taught us thus to p 
both for ourſelves and others. Our 
ther, &c. 


G- OG-O-O-O-O- --. 


be uſed morning or evening, fr 


Biſhop GIBSON. 


FA} OST gracious God, who in t 
wiſe and good providence haſta 
pointed unto mankind their ſeveral | 
tions and offices in this life; I ackno 


and in all other thy diſpenſations towat 
the children of men, and deſire in 
things to yield a ready and chearful iu 
miſſion to thy wiſe and holy will. 
And this end, I beſeech thee to endo 
me with ſuch a ſpirit of humility, pi 
ence, and contentment, as is ſuitable 
the condition in which thy providel 


hath ſcen fit to place me: bleſs 1 „ 
| | eall 
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th of body, and ſoundneſs of mind, 
tl may perform the offices incumbent 
ne with chearfulneſs and reſignation, 
ng my duty as to thee, and not to men 
„ and reſting upon thy grrcious 
Imiſes for a reward of my labour and 
dence. | 

and ſince through the frailty of my 
ure, and the manifold temptations I 
expoſed to, I cannot always ſtand up- 
ht, J humbly beſeech thee, out of 
great goodneſs and mercy in Chriſt 
us thy Son, to forgive me all my 
algrefſions, whether in thought, word, 
ted; and to enable me by the aſſiſt- 
e of thy holy ſpirit, to avoid them 
tne time to come, and to be ever 
wing in piety and goodneſs, and in- 
ang in all the chriſtian virtues, as 
g, as it ſhall pleaſe thee to continue 
in this world, and whenever thou 
Il think fit to call me hence, let me 
ea joyful entrance miniſtered to me 
ndantly into the everlaſting kingdom 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

| thank thee for thy conſtant care of 
and protection over me, amidſt all 
changes, chances, and uncertainties 
this mortal life; and particularly = 
thy 
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thy preſervation of me through the 


day [or night] and I beſeech thee to 


tinue me under the care of thy 


providence, and the conduct of cy 


ſpirit, through the remaining tim 

my life in this world, till I be rem 

into the regions of immortal bliſs 
happineſs. All which I humbly re 
in the name, and as the diſciple of 
Chriit thy Son, in whoſe compre 
five words I farther pray ſor myſel 
for all mankind. Our F ather, &c. 


. 


